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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RESTRAINING EXCESSIVE SEIZURE
OF PROPERTY THROUGH THE
EXPLOITATION OF CIVIL ASSET
FORFEITURE TOOLS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 5523.

In this day and age, the awesome power of
the federal government can be difficult to fully
appreciate for many citizens. Yet, when that
power is used unwisely or unjustly, the con-
sequences can be disastrous for innocent
Americans.

My friend and constituent, Mr. Andrew
Clyde—for whom this legislation is named—
experienced the full might of the federal gov-
ernment in the form of civil asset forfeiture.

Four years ago, the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice accused Mr. Clyde of structuring his bank
deposits in such a way to avoid the $10,000
threshold reporting requirement of the Bank
Secrecy Act of 1986—a law aimed at uncover-
ing illegal drug transactions. Then, with no due
process and no evidence, the IRS seized
nearly a million dollars from Mr. Clyde.

Mr. Clyde is about as far from a drug dealer
as you can get: He is a veteran of the U.S.
Navy who served three combat tours in lIraq,
a successful small business owner, and an
upstanding citizen in our community.

None of that mattered to the IRS—who em-
ployed their powers of civil asset forfeiture to
hold Mr. Clyde’s money hostage, force him to
spend $100,000 in legal fees, and ultimately
surrender $50,000 just to make the whole out-
rageous ordeal come to a close.

This flies in the face of due process—one of
our Republic’s most fundamental liberties.

The IRS has seized tens of millions of dol-
lars from Americans in cases just like this
where no criminal activity was even alleged,
much less proven in a court of law.

Andrew Clyde and the other men for whom
this bill is named—Randy Sowers and broth-
ers Jeffrey, Richard, and Mitch Hirsch—have
dedicated themselves to ensuring this injustice
will not continue to befall innocent Americans.

H.R. 5523 would limit the IRS’s authority to
conduct civil asset forfeiture under the Bank
Secrecy Act unless the property actually origi-
nated from illegal activity or was purposely
structured to conceal illegal activity.

| commend the work of the House Ways &
Means Committee on this important issue, and
| urge all my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT OF
TRIBES TO STOP THE EXPORT
OF CULTURAL AND TRADI-
TIONAL PATRIMONY RESOLU-
TION

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2016

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 122, the Pro-
tection of the Right of Tribes to stop the Ex-
port of Cultural and Traditional (PROTECT)
Patrimony Resolution. | joined as an original
cosponsor of the Resolution, which was intro-
duced by Congressman PEARCE, and | am
pleased that it has gathered broad bipartisan
support. This resolution is an important first
step in resolving an issue for all of Indian
Country: protecting Native American cultural
objects from removal and trafficking and en-
suring their repatriation back to their tribal
owners.

There are many tribes located within my dis-
trict. They, like other tribes around the country,
strive to protect their cultural heritage and tra-
ditional ways of life. Possession and protection
of their cultural objects, including their sacred
objects and objects of cultural patrimony, is
imperative for tribes’ cultural practices and
their ability to pass those practices down to fu-
ture generations. These items or objects are
distinct from the many wonderful works of trib-
al arts and crafts that tribes proudly share with
the world. Objects of cultural patrimony have
such ongoing historical, traditional, or cultural
importance to a tribe that they are considered
communally owned and protected as such.

Unfortunately, many seek tribes’ cultural ob-
jects for their artistic value, not understanding
that to tribes they mean so much more. These
cultural objects end up being taken from tribes
and trafficked domestically and abroad. Once
abroad, tribes are forced to fight often-losing
battles to regain possession of them.

We as an American people have our own
cultural objects deemed so necessary to our
identity that they are owned by the people
jointly, such as the United States Constitution
or the flag that inspired the Star Spangled
Banner. If these objects were displayed as art
in a private home or sold overseas, we would
stand together to call for their return.

Laws like the Native American Graves Pro-
tection and Repatriation Act and the Archae-
ological Resources Protection Act exist to pro-
tect Native American cultural objects. How-
ever, through practice it has become clear that
they are not sufficient to address the tribal
loss of objects of cultural patrimony. As such,
the PROTECT Patrimony resolution is a step
in the right direction.

The PROTECT Patrimony resolution aims to
raise awareness of the importance of Native
American cultural objects, as well as the pro-
liferation of the removal and trafficking of
these objects. It supports Congressional de-

velopment of explicit restrictions on expor-
tation, and it calls on federal agencies to con-
sult with tribes to address the issue. Further
still, this resolution calls on local stakeholders
to cooperate with tribes and condemn illegal
activity.

The PROTECT Patrimony resolution is just
the first step to a more comprehensive solu-
tion to protect Native American cultural objects
from removal and trafficking and to facilitate
their repatriation. | urge all my colleagues to
stand in strong support of this resolution.

———
MOBILE WORKFORCE STATE IN-

COME TAX SIMPLIFICATION ACT
OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2016

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss H.R. 2315. I'm glad to see that the
House of Representatives is taking up legisla-
tion to address a confusing state income tax
issue that is leading to some unfair results.
But | am concerned that another issue impor-
tant to my state is being ignored.

Many states currently face legal limitations
on their ability to collect sales tax from out-of-
state sellers. With the boom of the internet,
economic transactions are increasingly moving
online. For states that rely on sales tax reve-
nues to fund state agencies and programs,
they’ve seen a real hit to their balance sheets.

What's worse, we’re seeing brick and mortar
retail outlets all across the state and country—
businesses that have made real investments
in their communities—face a competitive dis-
advantage against online retailers. That
means more empty storefronts on Main Street
and fewer jobs in local communities.

That's why I've supported efforts to help
level the playing field and ensure that Wash-
ington retail stores have the ability to compete.
The Remote Transactions Parity Act would au-
thorize states to collect sales on products sold
to Washingtonians that cross state lines. This
bill now has nearly seventy bipartisan cospon-
sors.

Mr. Speaker, there are very few legislative
days left before the end of this Congress. I'd
encourage my friends in the majority to make
a real effort to address this important issue
before we adjourn.

———

HONORING JOAN MURPHY, LONG-
TIME PUBLIC SERVANT

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Joan Murphy, a public servant for more
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than 4 decades, who passed away on Sep-
tember 18, 2016 at the age of 79. She had
been fighting breast cancer since 2012 while
bravely continuing to serve as a Commis-
sioner on the Cook County Board. During her
long service, she was known as a champion
for working families and an advocate for great-
er involvement for women in government.

Born in South Boston, Commissioner Mur-
phy graduated from Massachusetts State
Teacher's College. Early in her career she
was a flight attendant for United Airlines as
well as a real estate broker. She began her
long career in public service when she was
elected Crestwood’s Village Clerk in 1965.
She was the first woman elected to that office,
and became the first woman elected to be
Worth Township Clerk in 1977, a position she
held for two terms. She would go on to serve
as the Worth Township Supervisor. In 2002
she was elected to represent the 6th District
on the Cook County Board of Commissioners
and served as the Chairperson for the Labor
Committee and the Asset Management Com-
mittee.

Commissioner Murphy is survived by her
daughter Tricia, her sons, Tim and Tony, and
five grandchildren. Her husband Donald
passed away from leukemia after 43 years of
marriage. She lost her son Donald, Jr. a dec-
ade ago.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Commissioner Joan Murphy, a
truly committed public servant. Her long career
in government demonstrated her connection to
her community and her passion for improving
the lives of those she worked for. She will be
greatly missed.

———

HONORING KINDALL HENNING

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Kindall Henning.
Kindall is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 43, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kindall has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kindall has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Kindall has led his troop as the Senior Patrol
Leader. Kindall has also contributed to his
community through his Eagle Scout project.
Kindall constructed a Veterans Memorial at
the Faucett Community Center in Faucett,
Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kindall Henning for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE NEW
ENGLAND HONOR FLIGHT

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the New England Honor Flight orga-
nization from Hooksett, New Hampshire. This
great organization is our local branch of the
National Honor Flight organization that pro-
vides our most senior veterans with an ex-
pense paid trip to Washington, DC to visit our
national war monuments.

The work done by this organization is truly
outstanding. So many of our nation’s veterans
have not had the opportunity to visit Wash-
ington, DC to visit the monuments erected to
pay honor to their service, and the brave men
and women who sacrificed their lives to pro-
tect the freedoms and liberties of our great
country. Many veterans serve their country
and do so humbly and quietly. They seek
nothing more than the benefits promised to
them by our forefathers, and many do not
even pursue that which is entitled to them.

To date, the New England Honor Flight has
led 42 flights to Washington, DC, serving
1,474 veterans. Those veterans served in-
clude 37 Prisoners of War, 61 women, 21 sets
of brothers, and 7 husband and wife couples.
Their next flight is scheduled for September
18th and their remaining flights for the year
are currently booked with veterans that they
will share this emotional experience with.

| am proud to join with my fellow Granite
Staters in recognizing the outstanding work
the New England Honor Flight is doing to help
support and recognize our veterans, and wish
them all the best on future endeavors.

—————

IN MEMORY OF ALEJANDRO
DURAN

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
remember a prominent Long Beach resident,
Mr. Alejandro Duran. He was respected and
liked by many in the community, known best
for his work at the restaurant, Chianina, in
Naples. As an experienced chef, sommelier,
and general manager, Alejandro’s extensive
background and personality made him a pop-
ular figure within Long Beach’s culinary com-
munity.

Alejandro’s experience with cooking spans
over several years. Prior to moving to Long
Beach, he worked in Austin, Texas as a chef
at the Latin American restaurant, Malaga.
Alejandro’s entrepreneurial and culinary skills
helped project Malaga to prominent success.
In 2013, he moved to Long Beach, California
and joined the Michael’s Restaurant Group as
general manager of Chianina.

Alejandro was an active and energetic man-
ager who often enjoyed engaging with cus-
tomers. He was a respected leader amongst
the restaurant staff for constantly motivating
and supporting them. Alejandro’s devotion to
Chianina helped make it one of the top ten
steak restaurants in the United States.

September 22, 2016

The sudden loss of Alejandro has been a
devastating blow to the community, Chianina,
and his family. He is survived by his wife,
Dana—to whom he was happily married for
eight years—and two daughters, Isabella and
Sofia—to whom he was devoted to raising.
Alejandro Duran’s passing was sudden and
shocking, but he will be remembered for the
lasting impact he left on the Long Beach com-
munity.

IN MEMORY OF DUANE ACKLIE

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in memory of Duane Acklie of Lincoln,
Nebraska, who passed away on September
17, 2016.

Duane was a successful entrepreneur who
built one of America’s largest privately-owned
trucking companies, but he was even more
well-known for his commitment to his commu-
nity, his state, and his country. Through nu-
merous board memberships, appointments,
and philanthropic ventures, he continually
gave of himself to benefit the state he loved.

Duane worked tirelessly and humbly at all
levels of Nebraska politics for more than 50
years. His influence will undoubtedly be felt for
generations to come.

On behalf of all Nebraskans, | extend con-
dolences to Duane’s loving wife of 62 years,
Phyllis, and their family. Duane will be deeply
missed.

———

CONGRATULATING THE DELANEY
FAMILY ON RECEIVING THE DIS-
TINGUISHED FAMILY BUSINESS
AWARD

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Delaney family of the
Delaney Automotive Group in Indiana, PA on
earning the Distinguished Family Business
Award granted by the Indiana University of
Pennsylvania Center for Family Business.

The Distinguished Family Business Award is
presented annually to a family that has ex-
celled in industry, contributed to the commu-
nity, and passed the business to the second
generation or beyond. This award was created
to increase awareness of the critical role that
family-owned businesses play in our commu-
nities. As such, it helps honor those who have
truly made a difference.

Jack and Susan (Snell) Delaney opened
Delaney Chevrolet on July 19, 1971, and have
since grown the family business to include a
number of other dealerships in the Indiana
area. What's more, they have shared their
personal successes with the community, as
the Delaney Automotive Group now employs
more than 360 people across its locations.

Taking over as dealer operators at the Indi-
ana and Greensburg locations were sons Jack
and Tom, respectively. The Delaneys also
have a daughter, Beth, who is an attorney in
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Philadelphia. With six grandchildren and a
seventh on the way, it's possible the business
will stay with the Delaneys for some time to
come.

It is my pleasure to highlight the hard work
and commitment that the whole family has
contributed to the successes of the Delaney
Automotive Group. The Delaney family and
their business will surely continue to benefit
the greater Indiana, PA community for genera-
tions to come.

—————

TRIBUTE TO GARY YAMAUCHI

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Gary Yamauchi for his many years of
dedicated public service to the City of Alham-
bra and the greater Los Angeles community.
After twelve years serving as a city council
member, which includes three-terms as mayor
of Alhambra, Mr. Yamauchi has demonstrated
unparalleled leadership and commitment to
improving the lives of residents.

Before Gary served on the Alhambra City
Council, he founded Tri-Star Vending, a suc-
cessful, full-service vending business, which
operates more than 600 machines and proudly
serves major San Gabriel Valley institutions
such as the California Institute of Technology
and East Los Angeles College. Mr.
Yamauchi’'s business is admired for its high-
quality service, and the opportunity it has af-
forded to individuals rebuilding their lives
through employment. A quarter of Tri-Star
Vending’s employees are former gang mem-
bers who received job training through
Homeboy Industries.

Mr. Yamauchi’s strong desire to assist oth-
ers and improve his community pushed him to
run for public office and in 2004 he was elect-
ed to the Alhambra City Council. His success
and loyalty to the Alhambra community as-
sured his re-election and he served as mayor
twice more in 2008 and in 2012.

Besides his involvement on the city council,
Gary has demonstrated his commitment to the
Alhambra community serving as President and
board member of the Alhambra Chamber of
Commerce, the Alhambra Rotary Club, and
the West San Gabriel Valley YMCA. Mr.
Yamauchi has also served as Vice President
of the Alhambra Planning Commission, mem-
ber of the San Gabriel Valley Economic Devel-
opment Council, and board member of the Go
For Broke National Education Center.

It is with great pleasure and gratitude that |
congratulate Mr. Gary Yamauchi today for his
many years of service to the City of Alhambra.
The time and energy Mr. Yamauchi has put
into improving the lives of others is exemplary
and greatly appreciated by Alhambra’s resi-
dents. | now ask all Members to join me in
congratulating Gary Yamauchi, successful
businessman and devoted public servant.
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RECOGNIZING STATE
REPRESENTATIVE RICK WOMICK

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Tennessee State Representative
Rick Womick, a constituent of Tennessee’s
Fourth Congressional District who has distin-
guished himself through outstanding public
service to the people of the 34th House Dis-
trict and all Tennesseans. He has faithfully
served in the Tennessee General Assembly
from 2010 to 2016.

As a staunch conservative, Representative
Womick’s Christian faith has guided him to
safeguard the values we treasure: the United
States Constitution, the Tennessee Constitu-
tion, the constitutional amendment prohibiting
a state income tax in Tennessee, preserving
states’ rights, the right to keep and bear arms,
recognizing the serious threat of radical Islam
to America, and supporting Tennessee values.

Representative  Womick has a lifelong
record of preserving freedom and protecting
our country, having served in the United
States Air Force as an officer and an F-15
Fighter Pilot during the Gulf War. He has also
served as a Federal Law Enforcement Officer
and presently serves as an international com-
mercial airline pilot.

This commendation is presented as recogni-
tion of Representative Rick Womick’s honored
service to the people of Tennessee. | thank
you for your energy, enthusiasm, and dedica-
tion that epitomize our state slogan: “Ten-
nessee . . . America at its Best.”

Best wishes to you and your family for great
success in the future.

HONORING ETHEL SEIDERMAN
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Ethel Seiderman, who passed
away on July 26, 2016, after a lifetime of serv-
ice to her community. The daughter of Jewish
immigrants from Poland, Ethel developed a
passion for children and social justice from
growing up in a working-class Bronx child-
hood.

While studying at Brooklyn College she met
and married Stanley Seiderman. In 1963 they
left New York and made their home in San
Francisco, moving to Marin four years later.
Mr. Seiderman, a family counselor, died in
2005.

After founding the pioneering Fairfax-San
Anselmo Children’s Center in 1973, Ethel went
on to become nationally known as a pas-
sionate advocate for early childhood education
and social justice for needy children and fami-
lies. In later years, on behalf of the Parent
Services Project, Mrs. Seiderman traveled
widely, teaching and lecturing in a dozen
states. In Marin, she advised child-care cen-
ters as well as a dozen elementary and high
schools. In 2006, she was honored with the
Beryl H. Buck Award for “community giving in
action.”
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After running a nursery school in Terra
Linda and working in child care centers in San
Francisco’s African-American Fillmore District,
Mrs. Seiderman battled the state bureaucracy
to get funding for the Fairfax-San Anselmo
Child Care Center, the first low-cost child care
center founded by a community member.

Mr. Speaker, the depth of Mrs. Seiderman’s
commitment to the children, education, and
social justice has left an indelible mark not just
on the community of Marin, but on children
and families far and wide. She was a formi-
dable force whose presence will be missed by
many. It is therefore appropriate that we pay
tribute to her today and honor her memory.

————

HONORING ASSUMPTION GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH ON THEIR
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the parishioners of the Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church of Homer Glen, llli-
nois, who are celebrating the 100th Anniver-
sary of their parish.

Established by the first Greek Settlement to
come to Chicago Heights in 1916, the As-
sumption Greek Orthodox Church has been
an institution in the community since its incep-
tion. The church was dedicated on December
3, 1916, making it the first Greek Orthodox
Church in Chicagoland to be located outside
the city limits. The church moved to Olympia
Fields, then temporarily to Orland Park, before
settling in its current location in Homer Glen.

In addition to liturgies and other church
services, Assumption holds many community
and educational events. The church offers
weekly Greek classes as well as Sunday
school and women’s and young adult philan-
thropy programs to foster a vibrant parish
community. | would like to commend Assump-
tion for going above and beyond by being ac-
tive in the local community and expanding its
reach to include education and community
work.

The hard work of Reverend Father Sotirios
Dimitriou, or “Father Sam” as he is affection-
ately known, has been integral to the success
of the parish. He is well deserving of praise
along with the outstanding parishioners who
strive to improve the strength of the church
and its worshippers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to con-
gratulate Father Sam and all the parishioners
of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church on one
hundred wonderful years of withstanding the
test of time and continuing to minister to the
faithful.

——————
CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ABINGDON

RURITAN CLUB
HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 60th Anniversary of the
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Abingdon Ruritan Club located in Gloucester
County, Virginia. The club was chartered on
October 8, 1956 by only 29 members who
came together to support fellowship, goodwill,
and community service. After 60 years, the
Abingdon Club has become the third largest of
all Ruritan Clubs in the country.

Throughout the Abingdon Club’s 60 years, it
has stayed committed to its founding prin-
ciples of contributing to the public good. The
Club has shown its support of the veterans of
the First District by delivering care packages
to VA Hospitals. Club members have also
dedicated time to protecting our environment
and natural resources. They participate regu-
larly in the Gloucester County Clean UP and
plant Sea Grass to help preserve our Virginia
coastline.

Moreover, the Abingdon Club has donated
its time and membership to helping the chil-
dren of Gloucester by giving gifts at Christmas
time, supplying stuffed Rudy Bears to the
Sheriff's Department for children in vulnerable
situations, and offering college scholarships.

The Abingdon Ruritan Club has made our
community in the First District of Virginia a
better place. Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me
in congratulating them on 60 years of service
and wish them many more to come.

———————

RETIREMENT OF MR. HOWARD L.
DONALDSON FROM GOVERNMENT
SERVICE

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a great American on his “third and final”
federal service retirement. Mr. Howard L. Don-
aldson achieved an impressive career serving
our nation in both military and civilian capac-
ities for almost 44 years. His superb military
service began as an ROTC Army Atrtillery Offi-
cer in 1969, and continued following a break
to earn a Juris Doctor degree (with Honors)
from Golden Gate University, becoming barred
in California. Mr. Donaldson returned to duty
as an Air Force Staff Judge Advocate, serving
in three Air Force wings, 16th Air Force,
Headquarters Pacific Air Forces, Air Force and
United States Special Operations Commands.
He was a noted civil law instructor at the Air
Force Judge Advocate General School, and a
barred U.S. Supreme Court lawyer. Mr. Don-
aldson garnered several awards, including two
“Outstanding Judge Advocate of the Year”
command citations. As 16th Air Force Staff
Judge Advocate Mr. Donaldson helped en-
force the Dayton Peace Accords in the former
Yugoslavian Republic air conflicts.

After 28 years of active duty service, Colo-
nel Donaldson postponed his retirement to
take a final assignment as the HQ US Special
Operations Command Staff Judge Advocate.
He served until a mandatory retirement date,
retiring the “first” time only to be recalled to
active duty. His “second” military retirement
occurred in June 2003, with nearly 31 years of
military commissioned service to the nation. In
June 2003 Mr. Donaldson then embarked on
civilian service as counsel to NORAD/
USNORTHCOM. He received the Armed
Forces Civilian Service medal for his participa-
tion in the support of the Global War on Ter-
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rorism. He also provided invaluable legal ad-
vice to the commander during hurricane
KATRINA, the Haiti earthquake, Russian
Long-Range Aviation threat responses, North
Korean missile launches, pandemic prepara-
tion, CONUS Natural Disaster coordination,
and countless USNORTHCOM National Spe-
cial Security Events.

Howard and his supportive wife Sally have
traveled the world and sacrificed in and out of
uniform while serving our country. | salute this
modern American patriot who has provided
over four decades of federal contribution. God-
speed Howard and Sally in your “final” gov-
ernment retirement.

HONORING NATHAN JACOB

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Nathan Jacob. Na-
than is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nathan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Nathan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Na-
than has earned the rank of Warrior in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say and become an Ordeal
Member of the Order of the Arrow. Nathan
has also contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. Nathan erected and
installed two poles with directional signage for
the Fountain Bluff Sports Complex in Liberty,
Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Nathan Jacob for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING REX KAUP’S SERV-
ICE AND COMMITMENT TO HIS
COMMUNITY

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rex Kaup on receiving the
Kiwanis Club of Altoona’s Distinguished Cit-
izen Award.

The award is given by the Altoona Kiwanis
Club each year to recognize the recipient’s
outstanding service and longstanding commit-
ment to the community. Mr. Kaup is a partner
of Young, Oakes, Brown & Company P.C. in
Altoona, Pennsylvania, where he has had an
impactful involvement with various business
and community organizations. He has also
served on the Penn State Altoona Alumni So-
ciety Board of Directors and has been an ac-
tive member of the Rotary Club of Altoona for
30 years, never missing an opportunity to be
of assistance to his community.
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Mr. Speaker, the example set by Rex is one
we all should strive for. His willingness to
serve his community and Pennsylvania sets
him apart as an outstanding individual and |
am honored to represent him in the United
States Congress. | ask that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Rex for
this achievement and wishing him nothing but
continued success.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE U.S.-RE-
PUBLIC OF GEORGIA PARTNER-
SHIP

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, the Republic of
Georgia is a trusted friend and partner of the
United States. | firmly support Georgia’s sov-
ereignty, security and prosperity, and | wish to
congratulate Georgians on the remarkable
democratic and economic progress they have
achieved in 25 years of independence since
the fall of the Soviet Union.

| would particularly like to call attention to
the United States’ unwavering security part-
nership with Georgia, whose armed forces
participate in international missions worldwide,
including the Resolute Support Mission in Af-
ghanistan where Georgia is contributing more
personnel than any other non-NATO member.
| know the United States deeply appreciates
Georgia’s contributions to these missions and
honors its sacrifices. Our important security re-
lationship with Georgia continues to grow
through ongoing regional efforts like the Euro-
pean Readiness Initiative and expanded bilat-
eral cooperation. And our two countries are
working closely to boost our mutual security,
build Georgia’s resilience and self-defense ca-
pabilities and create a safer region and world.
In this context, | remain deeply concerned
about Russia’s continued occupation of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia and believe Rus-
sia must fulfill its obligations under the 2008
ceasefire agreement. The United States is
steadfast in our support for Georgia’'s sov-
ereignty and remains committed to helping
Georgia achieve its goal of NATO and Euro-
pean Union membership and full integration
into European institutions.

Georgia is preparing for parliamentary elec-
tions in October, an important test of the coun-
try’s civic institutions and democratic practices.
Georgia’s continued democratic maturation de-
pends on free and fair elections in a pluralistic
media environment. And it is critical for Geor-
gia to sustain progress in enacting its reform
agenda, particularly in the justice sector, which
will both further strengthen our bilateral part-
nership and prove to Georgians that their gov-
ernment is working for them. Progress has not
come without difficulty, but the commitment of
the Georgian people has made Georgia a true
standout in a difficult region and an important
partner of the United States.

Again, | would like to congratulate the Re-
public of Georgia on reaching this significant
milestone and recognize the importance of our
continued close partnership.
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TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | join my colleagues
in the Congressional Progressive Caucus in
strong opposition to the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship.

When it comes to trade deals and American
jobs, Congress should NEVER be a rubber
stamp.

As the representative from California’s
beautiful 13th Congressional district, | have
the honor and privilege of representing the
Port of Oakland, one of our nation’s busiest
sea and airport facilities.

| support trade because it is critical to the
economy of my district and our nation.

But trade is only good when it's fair, open,
transparent and creates good-paying Amer-
ican jobs. The TPP fails to meet even one of
these standards.

Quite simply, TPP is a bad deal that would
ship American jobs overseas and help the 1
percent reap even greater profits.

The American people aren’t fooled by TPP.
The vast majority of Americans—including
people from both parties—oppose the Trans-
Pacific Partnership.

In particular, I'd like to highlight how pre-
vious bad trade deals have hurt American
workers, families and businesses, especially in
communities of color.

Since 1994, one in four manufacturing jobs
in my home state of California has been lost
because of NAFTA and other WTO agree-
ments.

But this didn’t just happen in California.
From 1998 through 2012, under NAFTA:

79,000 manufacturing jobs, nearly half of
manufacturing jobs, were lost in St. Louis,

82,000 manufacturing jobs, also nearly half
of manufacturing jobs, were lost in Cleveland,
and

25,000 manufacturing jobs were lost in Balti-
more.

Given the large number of people of color in
these cities, these jobs lost took a particular
toll on these communities.

In fact—nationwide, thirty-five percent of
jobs lost because of our trade deficit with
China came from communities of color.

For those that lost their jobs, the situation
went from bad to worse—when they finally
found a new job, not an easy task in many
communities of color, their paychecks were
cut by nearly 30 percent.

This is outrageous. These lost jobs and
wages cost these communities of color more
than 10 million dollars each and every year.

As Members of Congress, we simply cannot
allow another, even worse trade deal to drive
these communities deeper into poverty.

But it isn’t just jobs and paychecks that will
suffer under the TPP; critical labor standards,
environmental protections and human rights
would be eroded as well.

It would also restrict access to lifesaving
drugs and artificially inflate drug prices.

As co-chair of the bipartisan HIV/AIDS Cau-
cus, | want to highlight that in July 2015,
UNAIDS warned against the TPP’s TRIPS-
plus (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights) measures because of nega-
tive impact on developing countries.
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This is why my colleagues and | are here
saying NO to the TPP.

It was negotiated in secret back rooms by
special interests and multinational corpora-
tions. Nothing in this deal is good for the
American people.

Far from being the most progressive trade
deal ever—this deal will ship American jobs
overseas and create a race to the bottom for
wages, environmental protections, labor stand-
ards and human rights.

Let me be clear, the American people de-
serve better.

We need a fair deal that creates U.S. jobs
and grows our economy. We will continue to
fight against this bad deal.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF MR. LIONEL
LEBLANC’S 91ST BIRTHDAY

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Lionel Leblanc
in celebration of reaching his 91st birthday.

As he reflects on the great memories that
have highlighted the past ninety-one years, |
know he will think fondly on all that he’s ac-
complished and the positive impact he’s had
on New Hampshire.

Mr. Leblanc is an ardent patriot who proudly
served his country with the Army Air Corps
during World War 1. As a member of the
greatest generation he continued to serve his
country for 38 years in what would later be-
come the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a Master
Sergeant and specialist in Weapons Systems
Maintenance. Once separated from the Air
Force, Lionel continued to serve his fellow vet-
erans as a Commander of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and remains to this day a strong
supporter of numerous veterans groups and
charities in the state. His dedication to his fel-
low veterans has not been forgotten and |
know they all join with me in wishing him a
very happy birthday.

It is with great admiration that | congratulate
Mr. Leblanc on achieving this wonderful mile-
stone, and wish him the best on all future en-
deavors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF EXECUTIVE
VICE PRESIDENT JOHN C. FISH-
ER, OHIO FARM BUREAU

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege
to recognize John C. “Jack” Fisher, the Exec-
utive Vice President of the Ohio Farm Bureau
for his dedicated service to Ohio agriculture.

Throughout his career, Jack worked tire-
lessly to make agriculture a true asset and
economic driver for the state of Ohio. He vi-
sion has allowed Ohio to continue to be at the
forefront of agriculture, which is vital for Amer-
ican and global success. Jack’s ability to bring
different groups together for productive dia-
logue has helped ensure the continued fos-
tering of innovation and collaboration. His

E1341

management has been invaluable to the agri-
cultural community in the state.

Ohio, the agricultural community, and the
Farm Bureau will truly miss his leadership,
and | extend my deepest thanks to Jack for
his service and | wish him well in retirement.

———

HONORING 60 YEARS OF CAULKINS
JEWELERS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to acknowledge my constituent, Stanley
Caulkins, and his jewelry store, Caulkins Jew-
elers, on celebrating 60 years of business in
Leesburg, Virginia.

Before opening his own store, Mr. Caulkins’
life took him down many paths. During the
Second World War, Mr. Caulkins served his
nation as a radio operator on a B-17 Bomber,
upon returning home he attended Montgomery
Jr. College and the Peter School of Horology
in Washington, DC. In 1950, Stanley began
working for a local jeweler on South King
Street repairing watches and jewelry before
buying his own store in 1956. Ever since,
Caulkins Jewelers has been a fixture of the
Leesburg community.

Mr. Caulkins has also been an active in the
Leesburg community. In addition to being the
longest serving individual retailer in town, in
1962 he started the Downtown Renaissance in
an effort to beautify downtown Leesburg. Mr.
Caulkins has also served on the town council,
the airport commission, and as Secretary,
Treasurer, and President of the Leesburg Ro-
tary Club. At 90 years of age, Stanley con-
tinues to diligently serve his community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing Stanley Caulkins and
Caulkins Jewelers as they celebrate this mile-
stone. His dedication to both Caulkins Jewel-
ers and Leesburg, Virginia has made him a
friendly face in the Leesburg community. |
wish Mr. Caulkins all the best in his future en-
deavors.

——————

HONORING THE CAREER AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF AUDRA
McDONALD

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Audra McDonald as she is recog-
nized with the National Medal of Arts award,
presented by the President of the United
States.

The National Medal of Arts award is the
highest award given to artists by the United
States government, and Audra has undoubt-
edly earned the prestigious award.

Audra’s successful acting and singing ca-
reer began in her hometown, Fresno, Cali-
fornia. Audra grew up in California’s San Joa-
quin Valley and was raised by her mother,
Anna, and late father, Stanley. Her parents
taught Audra and her sister, Allison, the impor-
tance of hard work and dedication. At age 9,
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Audra joined the Good Company Players’ jun-
ior company, and soon after, landed a role
with Dan Pessano and the Good Company
Players.

Audra is a graduate of Roosevelt High's
School of Arts program. She continued her
education in the arts at Juilliard School and
graduated in 1993. Audra has seen great suc-
cess on Broadway and in the Opera. In addi-
tion to having won three Tony Awards by the
age of 28, Audra is the recipient of two
Grammy Awards, an Emmy Award, Drama
Desk Awards and Outer Critics Circle Awards.

Most notably, Audra is the recipient of six
Tony Awards, making her the most statue-
laden Tony Award winner. Audra’s most re-
cent Tony Award was for her incredible por-
trayal of Billie Holiday in Lady Day at Emer-
son’s Bar and Giill.

Not only is Audra an exceptional actress,
but also a wonderful person who is involved in
various philanthropic endeavors. She actively
gives back to her community and seeks to im-
prove the lives of those around her. Audra is
a strong champion for the LGBTQ community,
ensuring that all people, regardless of their
sexual orientation or gender identity, are treat-
ed equally.

Audra is a source of inspiration and pride
for the San Joaquin Valley and our entire na-
tion. Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that
| ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Audra McDonald as she receives the National
Medal of Arts for her lifelong career as a sing-
er and actress.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH
OF NOAH ALEXANDER CORTS

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | am happy to
congratulate my constituents Stephanie Corts
and her husband, Alexander Corts, on the
birth of their son. Noah Alexander Corts was
born at 12:01 a.m. on Wednesday, July 27,
2016, at Lakes Region General Hospital in La-
conia, New Hampshire. Noah weighed seven
pounds and five ounces and measured 19
inches. He is the first child for the happy cou-
ple and | look forward to watching him grow
as he is raised by talented parents who will be
dedicated to his well-being and bright future.

| would also like to congratulate Noah’s
grandparents, Adam and Michelle Downs of
Meredith, New Hampshire, and Irene and
Jochen Corts of Remschied, Germany. Con-
gratulations to the entire Downs and Corts
families as they welcome their newest addition
of pure pride and joy.

PROTECTING REFUGEES: CAMP
LIBERTY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, an esti-
mated 1,200 Iranian dissidents remain in

Camp Liberty in Iraq at the mercies of the pro-
Iranian government in Baghdad. These refu-
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gees, mainly members of the People’s
Mujahedin of Iran (otherwise known as the
MEK) are unarmed, innocent people who have
been forced to flee their homes because of
their opposition to the tyrannical theocratic re-
gime in Tehran. They have endured decades
of exile outside of Iran marked by continuous
suffering and persecution.

Since 2013, seven rocket attacks have tar-
geted Camp Liberty, wounding hundreds and
killing at least 139 residents. All of these at-
tacks are believed to have been carried out ei-
ther by Shiite militias in Iraq linked to the Ira-
nian regime or by agents of the Iranian Quds
Force. No one has been held accountable for
these attacks. In fact, no one has even been
arrested. Despite the fact that the Iraqi gov-
ernment signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing ensuring the safety and security of
the residents of Camp Liberty, it appears that
the Iraqi government’s subservience to Iran
takes precedence.

These dissidents are not safe in Iraq and
must be relocated as soon as possible to
some other country. Thankfully, 1,800 resi-
dents have already been resettled outside of
the country, particularly in Albania, which took
in the most recent batches of refugees leaving
Camp Liberty in early August. However, recent
reports from MEK sources within Tehran now
suggest that the Quds Force is contemplating
another major strike on Camp Liberty before
the remaining refugees are allowed to leave.
At the same time, Quds Force-linked para-
military forces have been increasing their
presence in Baghdad International Airport—a
troubling sign that could presage another
strike on the camp that is located not too far
from the airport.

The Iranian government would like to extend
the reign of terror it wages at home against
any and all people who speak out against it—
including the dissidents in neighboring Iraq.
How many more people have to die? How
many more times will unarmed refugees be at-
tacked by rockets? The Iragi government must
live up to its commitment and protect these
refugees until every last one of them finds his
or her way to safety.

And that’s just the way it is.
————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,524,335,895,543.03. We've
added $8,897,448,846,729.95 to our debt in 7
years. This is over $8.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

September 22, 2016

IN RECOGNITION OF A FARM LESS
ORDINARY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Maya Weschler and Greg Masucci
of A Farm Less Ordinary in Loudoun County
for the creation of this extremely important or-
ganization. A Farm Less Ordinary strives to
provide a compassionate and useful service
through the agricultural industry to both
Loudoun County and the Commonwealth as a
whole.

Maya Weschler and Greg Masucci moved to
Loudoun after buying a family farm, where
they sought to provide a safe and calm envi-
ronment to raise their family. After seeing the
positive impact the farm had on their autistic
son Max, Maya and Greg decided to learn
more about farming and to establish a place
for others who faced disabilities to learn valu-
able work skills. Their farm has grown into an
organization that is able to provide a sympa-
thetic place of work and competitive com-
pensation for their workers, who come from
their partner organizations in Loudoun and
Clarke County.

Maya Weschler and Greg Masucci strongly
believe in being good stewards of the land
and caring for the environment. Perhaps most
of all, the couple firmly believes in giving back
to the community through their organization
and their Community Supported Agriculture
network. The success of Maya and Greg is a
tremendous accomplishment and their aspira-
tions for expansion are admirable.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating Maya Weschler and Greg
Masucci for their service to the community
through A Farm Less Ordinary. | wish them all
the best in their future endeavors.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
BROTHER DABNEY NAPOLEON
MONTGOMERY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor to
join our Nation, New York State and The Vil-
lage of Harlem as we celebrate the life of and
pay tribute to our beloved American Hero,
Brother Dabney N. Montgomery, who made
his transition to his Lord and Savior on Satur-
day, September 3, 2016. A fellow member of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and patriarch
of Harlem’s historic Mother African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church, Dabney N. Mont-
gomery was a member of the ground crew of
the famed Tuskegee Airmen and served as a
bodyguard for Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. during the historic 1965 March from
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama.

Dabney N. Montgomery was born in Selma,
Alabama on April 18, 1923 to Dred and Lula
Anderson Montgomery. Brother Montgomery
was drafted into the Army Air Corps during
World War Il and served in the 1051st Quar-
termaster Trucking Company of the 96th Air
Service Group, attached to the 332nd Air
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Fighter Group, as a ground crewman with the
Tuskegee Airmen in southern ltaly from 1943
to 1945. During his heroic service, Brother
Montgomery was awarded a Good Conduct
Medal, the WWII Victory Medal, the European
African Middle Eastern Service Medal with two
Bronze Stars, a Service Award, the Honorable
Service Medal, and a Basic Driver and Me-
chanic Medal.

After the War, he enrolled into Livingstone
College, Salisbury, North Carolina, and re-
ceived a B.A. degree in Religious Education.
He served as a Charter Member of the Sphinx
Club and was one of the first to be admitted
into the Gamma Mu Chapter of the Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity. In 1955, Brother Montgomery
joined Mother African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church—the oldest Black Church in the
State of New York, organized in 1796 in Har-
lem, New York, and immediately began to
serve as Sunday School Teacher.

To give you some content and background,
Tuskegee University was awarded the U.S.
Army Air Corps contract to help train Amer-
ica’s first Black military aviators because it had
already invested in the development of an air-
field, had a proven civilian pilot training pro-
gram and its graduates performed highest on
flight aptitude exams. What makes the story of
prominent New Yorkers such as Captain Ros-
coe C. Brown, Jr., Intelligence Officer Percy
Sutton, Lieutenant Colonel Lee Archer, Jr., Ar-
morer Joseph Herman Spooner and Grounds
Crewman Dabney N. Montgomery remarkable,
is their selflessness and devotion to a country,
despite the segregation and barriers they
faced. They were willing to put their lives on
the line for American values and freedoms
even when discrimination compromised their
own rights and liberties. Through their patriot-
ism, the walls of segregation were finally re-
moved from our Armed Forces on July 26,
1948.

The great exploits and historic successful
missions carried out by Grounds Crewman
Dabney N. Montgomery and the Tuskegee Air-
man fighting group, who never lost a bomber
on their watch, was never properly recognized
by this United States government until | intro-
duced and proudly sponsored Bill H.R.—1259.
This bill, passed by Congress in 2006, award-
ed the Congressional Gold Medal, our highest
civilian honor, to the Tuskegee Airmen. On
March 29, 2007, my good friend attended the
ceremony in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda, where
he and the other Tuskegee Airmen, collec-
tively, not individually, were awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal in recognition of their
service.

Brother Dabney Napoleon Montgomery left
his indelible mark on this earth as a war hero,
Veteran, moral leader, educator, husband and
godfather to many devoting his life to the bet-
terment of all humankind, community, and
country. In honor of Brother Montgomery’s
Civil Rights legacy, “The Heels” from the
shoes he wore in the 1965 historic march from
Selma to Montgomery will hang in the National
Museum of African American History and Cul-
ture in Washington, DC, which opens Sep-
tember 24, 2016.

| join my colleagues and the rest of the na-
tion as we say goodbye and pay tribute to our
beloved brother, Dabney Napoleon Mont-
gomery, a true American hero.
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CELEBRATING THE KIWANIS CLUB
OF TOLEDO’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the centennial celebration of the
Kiwanis Club of Toledo. Members will gather
in downtown Toledo on Friday, September 23
to celebrate this milestone.

Only the ninth club in the United States, the
Toledo club was chartered on May 8, 1916.
Originally thought of as a “businessmen’s
club” to promote local business, World War 1
changed the focus to that of community serv-
ice with the members raising funds for the
American Red Cross’ wartime services. Club
membership grew as community service be-
came firmly established. Its focus was on chil-
dren, with many activities for the youth of To-
ledo, orphans and Boy Scouts.

According to the club’s history, “The name
‘Kiwanis’ comes from a Native American term
‘Nun Keewanis’ which means ‘I make noise.’
The Kiwanis International motto is ‘We build.’
The Kiwanis Club of Toledo has taken these
two expressions to heart . . . As a thriving or-
ganization of men, women and youth; we are
dedicated to serving the children of Toledo
and improving the quality of life worldwide.”

The Kiwanis Club’s commitment to Toledo
and its young people runs deep. The Club
sponsors scholarships for high school seniors,
adopted central city schools and provides fun
and opportunities for the children in those
schools, financed the facility housing Assist-
ance Dogs of America, provides for after
school tutoring at the Boys and Girls Club and
an annual fishing derby and Punt, Pass & Kick
program, donated an elephant and the Living
Stream at the Toledo Zoo, and supported var-
ious activities at Woodward High School in To-
ledo, the University of Toledo, the YMCA,
Easter Seals Summer Camp, Toledo Hearing
& Speech Center, and Bethany House shelter
for women and their children. By no means
complete, this list illustrates the many con-
tributions made by members of the Kiwanis
Club and their passion for service to our
youth. In keeping with the spirit of giving to
Toledo’s children, the Kiwanis Club of Toledo
has initiated a Centennial Project, partnering
with the Toledo Mud Hens baseball club in
ventures which will enhance the ballpark expe-
rience for families.

The members of Toledo Kiwanis have led
by example for a century of service. Members
have passed on a strong sense of community
through the decades, demonstrating by word
and deed the high ideals of Kiwanis and the
dedication of its members. To the men,
women and families of the Toledo Kiwanis
Club, we take the opportunity of this centen-
nial celebration to say “Thank you.” Let us ex-
press our gratitude as we reflect on the past
century of Kiwanis’ constancy of service and
leadership for community betterment. May this
new century yield committed citizens of equal
measure who rise above self to promote the
common good.
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CONGRATULATING GINNY THRASH-

ER ON RECEIVING OLYMPIC
GOLD IN THE 10 METER AIR
RIFLE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Ms. Ginny Thrasher of Springfield,
Virginia, on winning Olympic Gold at the 2016
Rio Olympics. Her dedication, hard work, and
athletic prowess earned her the highest honor
in the women’s 10 meter air rifle event. This
achievement is reserved for the most elite ath-
letes in the world, and | am proud one of Vir-
ginia’s own has joined their ranks.

Ms. Thrasher's hard work, perseverance,
and excellence are exemplified in her winning
this medal. Winning the first Gold of the tour-
nament, Ms. Thrasher led the way as the
United States dominated their competition,
winning 46 Gold medals during the 2016 Rio
Olympics. We need to recognize and encour-
age the dedication that athletes like Ms.
Thrasher display toward their sports. It is this
dedication that creates the level of excellence
that Ms. Thrasher has achieved.

In addition to her Olympic greatness, Ms.
Thrasher also helped the West Virginia Moun-
taineers win a fourth consecutive NCAA cham-
pionship as she won the individual small-bore
and air rifle titles at the event. She also holds
more than 20 national and international
records in her sport.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to highlight the
importance of this award and what it rep-
resents for Ms. Thrasher, our great nation,
and the Commonwealth of Virginia. | ask that
my colleagues join me in congratulating Ms.
Thrasher on winning Olympic Gold in the
women’s 10 meter air rifle. | wish her all the
best in her future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present and voting on Roll Call Number 496,
| would have voted AYE.

Had | been present and voting on Roll Call
Number 497, | would have voted AYE.

——————

COMMEMORATING DOUBLE TEN
DAY

HON. MIMI WALTERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, Monday, October 10 is Taiwan’s Na-
tional Day—also known as Double Ten Day.

The United States and Taiwan enjoy a long-
standing relationship that stems from our
shared values: democracy, the rule of law,
and free elections. Taiwan is an increasingly
important partner for our national security, and
it is also one of our strongest economic part-
ners. In fact, it was our ninth largest trading
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partner in 2015. Additionally, Taiwan is Califor-
nia’s fifth largest export market in Asia, and
seventh largest export market in the world.

As Taiwan celebrates Double Ten Day, |
would like to take the opportunity to support
Taiwan’s participation in the international com-
munity. The 39th Triennial Assembly of the
International Civil Aviation Organization will
take place next week. Three years ago, Con-
gress enacted a law instructing the U.S. Gov-
ernment to facilitate Taiwan’s participation in
the International Civil Aviation Organization
assembly as an observer. | am pleased to see
that Taiwan is invited again this year.

| wish the people of Taiwan a Happy Double
Ten Day, and | look forward to many more
years of the friendship with Taiwanese people.

————

IN HONOR OF DR. ROBERT L.
WRIGHT

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a talented businessman,
philanthropist, and civil rights activist, Dr. Rob-
ert Lee Wright, who served as Chairman of
the National Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture (NMAAHC) Plan for Action
Presidential Commission. Dr. Wright played an
integral role in the development of this nation’s
greatest tribute to the tragic but triumphant
story of the African-American community. The
National Museum of African American History
and Culture is a crucial patch that has finally
and rightfully been sewn into the quilt of Amer-
ican history. Though the seams may be laden
by injustice and oppression, the focal point is
the recognition of the vital role African Ameri-
cans played in the establishment and evo-
lution of this nation and its culture, all of which
would not be possible without the valuable
contributions of Dr. Robert Wright.

Dr. Wright's remarkable journey began in a
segregated Columbus, Georgia sweltering with
the heat of racial injustice. He was the son of
a bricklayer and nurse. He graduated from
Spencer High School in 1955, after which he
left Georgia to escape the systemic discrimi-
nation of the South to pursue a degree in op-
tometry from Ohio State University. However,
he was not gone for long. Upon his return to
Columbus to practice as a medical profes-
sional, Dr. Wright became active in the Civil
Rights Movement and participated in the 1965
Selma to Montgomery March. In 1968, he was
elected to the Columbus City Council and
served until he was appointed by President
Ronald Reagan as Associate Administrator for
Minority Small Business and Capital Owner-
ship Development. In 1985, after his time in
the Reagan Administration, Dr. Wright created
Dimensions International, a successful de-
fense contracting firm.

In 2001, the NMAAHC Plan for Action Presi-
dential Commission was established, and Dr.
Wright was recommended by Congressman
J.C. Watts of Oklahoma to serve on the com-
mission and when the commission was orga-
nized, the members elected him Chairman. As
the Chairman, he was tasked by law to pro-
vide President George W. Bush and Congress
with an implementation plan for the museum.
Wasting no time in engaging this charge, Dr.
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Wright and his panel produced “The Time Has
Come,” a 2003 report that expressed the vi-
sion and enumerated the administrative details
for the $540 million facility. This report led
Congress to enact that same year the
NMAAHC Act, which established the museum
within the Smithsonian Institution. Even after
this victory, the process often faltered as op-
position to the museum forced several de-
bates on funding, location, and even the need
for such a museum. But through it all, Dr.
Robert Wright and his team succeeded in
bringing to life the Smithsonian’s 19th mu-
seum right where Dr. Wright and so many oth-
ers feel it belongs—on the National Mall.

The National Museum of African American
History and Culture will candidly display the
brutal horrors of the international slave trade
and its unquantifiable and lingering effects.
The museum will also celebrate the tenacity
and advancement of African Americans as
they remained steadfast in the belief of their
worth as human beings. The museum’s jux-
taposition of pain and tragedy with persever-
ance and triumph mirrors the “Horatio Alger”
story of Dr. Robert L. Wright's life in achieving
success in the face of adversity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife Vivian, and the millions of African
Americans nationwide in recognizing Dr. Rob-
ert Lee Wright for his immeasurable contribu-
tions to the creation of the National Museum
of African American History and Culture. We
will soon celebrate the grand opening of this
remarkable Museum, where people from all
walks of life can gather to remember a dark
period in our nation’s history, rejoice at how
far we have come as a society, and reflect
upon how far we have yet to go.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OSHER
LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE
AT GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY
ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) at George Mason University (GMU), of
Fairfax, Virginia on their 25th anniversary. This
is an important milestone for this wonderful
educational institution. The Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute at GMU celebrated this anni-
versary in the district on the 6th of September,
and it is my pleasure to briefly highlight the
impact this school has had on my constitu-
ents.

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
GMU has had a terrific history of success
since first opening its doors in 1991. OLLI has
stood as a pillar of education for those it
serves by providing mature adults with an op-
portunity to continue their learning and intel-
lectual growth. OLLI offers numerous low-cost
and tremendously accessible courses to their
members, as they do not require participants
to do homework assignments or have a col-
lege degree in order to enroll.

OLLI not only offers elderly residents of my
district an opportunity to attend academic
courses through the traditional lecture and
classroom setting, but other chances to learn
through a myriad of additional educational and
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cultural events. | truly believe that organiza-
tions such as OLLI serve as an integral part
of our communities by providing services that
foster lifelong learning.

| come from a family of educators, so | have
seen firsthand how important a proper edu-
cation is to the future of our nation. It is institu-
tions like Osher Lifelong Learning Institute that
will continue to help shape the United States’
role in the world, through offering scholastic
services to our citizens. The success of this
institution is a tremendous accomplishment
that should make past and present faculty
proud.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the Osher Lifelong Insti-
tute at George Mason University for 25 years
of serving citizens in my district. | wish them
all the best in their future endeavors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 5TH
ANNUAL GOLDEN GOOSE AWARD

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Golden Goose Award, which
recognizes researchers whose seemingly ob-
scure, federally funded research has returned
significant benefits to society.

In particular, | rise today to congratulate
Cornell University biologist Dr. Tom Seeley
and his colleagues from the Georgia Institute
of Technology, John Bartholdi, Sunil Nakrani,
Craig Tovey, and John Vande Vate, who will
be receiving a 2016 Golden Goose Award for
their research on honey bee foraging and
computer servers. Dr. Seeley, like me, is a
Dartmouth College alumnus, and he has gone
on to become one of the world’s leading ex-
perts on bees. Working with his Georgia Tech
colleagues, who are actually all engineers, Dr.
Seeley conducted basic research to under-
stand how honey bees forage. While some
might have questioned the worth of their initial
research, these researchers eventually adapt-
ed their model on honey bee foraging into an
innovative algorithm for assigning computer
servers that is being used by Web hosting
companies, impacting a rapidly expanding
global market worth $50 billion.

Supported in part by funding from the Na-
tional Science Foundation and the Office of
Naval Research, they created a model pre-
dicting how honey bees would allocate them-
selves in their ever-changing environment
based on their known behaviors. By drawing
parallels between server allocation challenges
and the honey bees, they developed an algo-
rithm that more efficiently, and profitably, allo-
cates servers to the variable demands of the
Internet than any algorithm then in use.

Today, Web hosting services are utilizing al-
gorithms like Tovey and Nakrani’s that mimic
the behavior of natural systems to boost prof-
its and more efficiently operate server farms in
a rapidly growing $50 billion global market-
place.

The work of these scientists demonstrates
the importance of continued federal invest-
ment in scientific research. As a proud mem-
ber of the bipartisan Science and National
Labs Caucus, which seeks to encourage sci-
entific advancement through federal invest-
ment in research, | look forward to continuing
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to work with my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support innovation.

| am pleased to congratulate these sci-
entists on their valuable work to our society.

TRIBUTE TO ALEX C. MCDONALD

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, San
Diego and the state of California recently and
suddenly lost a legal giant. | lost a friend and
a neighbor.

Alex C. McDonald loved the law. While his
initial area of expertise was in real estate law,
his legal knowledge of multiple fields was ex-
pansive.

In a public service record that stretched
more than two decades, Alex served on the
state’s 4th District Court of Appeals.

His mark on the law and how it impacted
the people of California are indelible.

Alex played key roles in rulings that would
affect public safety, civil liberties and voting
rights.

But to those who were fortunate enough to
know Alex his wry sense of humor would be
among their strongest memories.

My husband, Steve, and | had a front row
seat to his challenging and caring nature, as
our families were friends and neighbors for
over 40 years.

For many people service on the court would
have been enough, but Alex’s impact on his
community went beyond the bench.

Through his role as President of the down-
town San Diego Lion’s Club, Alex was instru-
mental in creating Lions Community Manor.
The Manor is a lifeline that provides housing
for seniors, low-income families, and those liv-
ing with disabilities. His legacy will continue to
help those in need.

He will be missed greatly in the community,
but the greatest loss will be felt in the lives of
his extraordinary and close knit family where
his greatest pride and passion was focused.

His wife, Judy, his four daughters—Katy,
Annie, Margie, and Elizabeth—his sons-in-law,
and his seven grandchildren are mourning the
loss of a loving husband, father, and grand-
father.

I’'m sure | speak for the people of San Diego
and California as we thank Alex for his years
of service and extend our deepest condo-
lences to his family.

—————

IN HONOR OF DYLAN KURTZ’S
CHARITY WORK

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my constituent, Dylan Kurtz, of
Great Falls, Virginia, for his tireless efforts to
help those in need throughout Virginia’s 10th
Congressional District. Serving others is a
core value of American culture; and Dylan has
taken this to heart.

At the young age of 12 years old, Dylan has
devoted much of his life to serving charitable
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causes throughout his community. Last year,
Dylan focused his efforts on hunger related
charities. He volunteered at food pantries,
packed lunches for children who did not have
food on weekends, and helped
StopHungerNow! with their efforts to end world
hunger. This year, Dylan decided to combine
his love for charitable work and animals by
helping paws4people by organizing fund-
raisers and events to promote this organiza-
tion.

Paws4people was founded in 1999 with the
purpose of using dogs to help improve the
lives of both children with disabilities and vet-
erans suffering from Chronic Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder. The organization has 500
trained dogs which have made more than 1
million therapeutic contacts. Dylan’s work is
helping make this possible.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join in
recognizing Dylan Kurtz of Great Falls, Vir-
ginia, for his unrelenting dedication to helping
out those in his community. He serves as a
shining example of what it means to be an
American and | am proud to have him as a
constituent. | commend him for his outstanding
effort, and wish him all the best in his future
endeavors.

RECOGNIZING DR. ANDY KHAWAJA

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | wish to recognize Dr. Andy
Khawaja, a dynamic and accomplished entre-
preneur and a dedicated community philan-
thropist. A natural born entrepreneur, Dr.
Khawaja’s vision, philosophy, and inherent
ability to innovate and lead are remarkable.
Dr. Khawaja’s philosophy is “Do what you love
and do it well. Don’t quit and you’ll have the
keys to success.”

In early adulthood, Dr. Khawaja achieved
initial success in the high-end fashion industry
as a Vice President and Buyer for the com-
pany ‘Bernini.’ In just nine years, Dr. Khawaja
grew ‘Bernini’ from a million dollar business to
a 100 million dollar business and expanded
from two stores to more than sixty stores.

In 2005, Dr. Khawaja founded Allied Wallet,
a venture that connects global buyers and
sellers. For more than a decade, Dr.
Khawaja’s bold and proactive leadership has
catapulted Allied Wallet to the forefront of in-
novation and advancement in the payment in-
dustry and into a multi-billion dollar company.
With rapid growth every year, Allied Wallet is
repeatedly recognized as one of the “Fastest
Growing Private Companies.”

Andy’s fluency in five languages—English,
French, Spanish, German, and Arabic—en-
ables him to deliver payment tools internation-
ally to diverse cultures and countries.

Over the last 10 years, Dr. Khawaja drove
the expansion of Allied Wallet from its head-
quarters in Los Angeles to Germany, India,
Macau, Hong Kong, and London. Allied Wallet
now supports 164 currencies worldwide and
serves over 125 million customers in 190
countries.

Dr. Khawaja has been awarded with the US
American Genius Award, CEO of the Year
2015 Award, Gamechanger of the Year
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Award, and UK Entrepreneurship of the Year
2015. Dr. Khawaja’s achievements have been
recognized by dozens of major publications
such as Forbes, Time Magazine, Bloomberg,
Fortune, The Guardian, LA Business Journal,
and Wired Magazine.

His business ventures have earned major
awards including Top 100 Fast Growing Com-
panies, Global Payment Processing Solution
of the Year, Best Workplaces for Millennials,
United States Excellence Award, 500 Fastest
Growing Companies 2012/2015, Guiding
Hand—International Award 2014, and #1 On-
line Payment Solutions Provider 2013.

However, Dr. Khawaja’s achievements
aren’t limited to only business. Through his
generous philanthropy to the Brent Shapiro
Foundation for Drug and Alcohol Awareness,
Dr. Khawaja has demonstrated a tireless com-
mitment to keeping Los Angeles youth safe
and educated about the risks of drug and al-
cohol abuse.

Recently, the Lebanese American University
has honored Andy with a doctorate degree in
Humanitarian Studies for his meaningful phi-
lanthropy worldwide. Dr. Khawaja keeps lead-
ing Allied Wallet towards persistent growth
and success while simultaneously juggling
multiple demanding projects, including direct-
ing and executive producing a reality television
series, “Model Turned Superstar.”

| commend Dr. Khawaja for his impressive
achievements and consistent commitment to
making Southern California a better place for
all.

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY
HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, Monday,
October 10 is Taiwan’s National Day—also
known as Double Ten Day. | would like to take
this opportunity to offer my early best wishes
to the people of Taiwan.

The United States and Taiwan enjoy a long-
standing friendship based on shared values. |
visited Taiwan earlier this year to witness the
democratic process and the peaceful transfer
of power. | applaud Taiwan’s embrace of indi-
vidual political freedom.

Taiwan is also a strong economic partner. In
2015, Taiwan became the United States’ 9th
largest trading partner, and is my home state
of Arkansas’ 6th largest export market in Asia.
Our economic ties help us to foster our rela-
tionship with Taiwan, and ensure an atmos-
phere of cooperation.

Additionally, the 39th Triennial Assembly of
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) will take place in Montreal, Canada,
beginning on September 27, 2016. Three
years ago, the U.S. Congress passed a bill,
later signed into law, supporting Taiwan’s in-
clusion in the ICAO as an observer state. Tai-
wan was first invited to the assembly in 2013,
and | am happy to see that Taiwan will be in-
vited again this year. The Taipei Flight Infor-
mation Region (FIR), administered by Taiwan,
provided over 1.53 million instances of air traf-
fic control services. FIR also handled 58 mil-
lion incoming and outgoing passengers in
2015, serving as an indispensable part of the
global air transport network.
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Again, | wish the people of Taiwan a happy
Double Ten Day. | would like to congratulate
Taiwan on the occasion of Double Ten Day,
and | hope the friendship between our two na-
tions continues to grow in the years ahead.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH-
ERN VIRGINIA BENGALI ASSO-
CIATION

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the Northern Virginia Bengali Asso-
ciation (NVBA), which is celebrating its 25th
Anniversary this year. A quarter of a century
ago, the first Bengali residents of Virginia felt
a need to have their own organization. Dis-
tance was barring their participation in
Sanskriti, Maryland, which is the oldest Ben-
gali association in the Washington, DC area.
After extensive discussion and planning, the
then Virginia residents decided to form a new
organization of their own and called it North-
ern Virginia Bengali Association, with the
broad vision of nurturing and promoting Ben-
gali and Indian culture through education, cul-
tural, spiritual, and charitable activities. In
1990, the first community event, Saraswati
Puja, was held in McLean Hall.

Bengal, India, is a crucible of art and cul-
ture. The Bengalis of Virginia, who have their
roots in Bengal, expectedly, have a penchant
for art, culture, music, and community life and
strive to preserve their unique identity while
intermingling with diverse ethos. They endeav-
or to strike a balance between indigenous tra-
ditions and cosmopolitan influences in their
lifestyle and that of the next generation. The
above values shape the foundation of NVBA’s
mission and are reflected in its major events.

The following are among NVBA'’s significant
achievements. They have sustained a rapid
growth of members in the community in the
past few years and have accommodated their
social needs. They have increased the num-
ber, scale, and quality of the social/cultural
events organized around the year. They have
improved community relations by engaging
with community leaders and officials, keeping
communication channels open for dialogue,
and also giving them the opportunity to experi-
ence Bengali culture. They have held several
charitable events to help fellow citizens in the
community and created a wing called ‘NVBA
Cares’ to administer such initiatives. Some of
the recent activities of NVBA Cares include
participating in food drives by partnering with
Food for Others to help struggling families.
There is also an initiative to support fellow
members in severe health and financial dis-
tress until they are back on their feet again.
NVBA has also participated in feeding the un-
derprivileged in homeless shelters and helping
in soup kitchens.

In 2014, The Commonwealth of Virginia
awarded a commendation plaque to NVBA for
sharing their unique traditions with the people
of this region and their positive impact on soci-
ety. NVBA’s contributions were also acknowl-
edged on the Virginia House of Delegates’
floor.

From the founding fathers to the current
board members, and countless volunteers,
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many individuals have worked selflessly to
bring NVBA to its current stature in its 25th
year since inception, relying on the simple
principles of social and cultural enrichment of
its members and promoting the spirit of har-
mony and goodwill in the community.

Mr. Speaker, this is an organization which
helps the citizens of Virginia’s 10th Congres-
sional District to thrive. | would ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the North-
ern Virginia Bengali Association and wishing it
a happy 25th anniversary. | wish this institu-
tion continued success in the future.

PAKISTAN: FRIEND OR FOE IN
THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM?

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on May 21,
2016, a U.S. drone strike killed the leader of
the Afghan Taliban, Mullah Mansour. To no
one’s surprise, at the time of his death
Mansour was in southwestern Pakistan. The
drone strike Pakistan’s longstanding support
for terrorist groups. For example, Pakistan
openly supported the Afghan Taliban both be-
fore and after the extremists took control of
Kabul in 1996.

Islamabad’s connection to terrorist groups is
so close that in 2011 Admiral Mike Mullen,
then chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff
testified before the Senate that “the Haqgqani
network acts as a veritable arm of Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence agency.” The Inter-
Services Intelligence Agency or the “ISI” is
Pakistan’s version of the CIA. The Haqgqani
Network is not a nice group of people. They
have killed more Americans in the region than
any other terrorist group.

A leaked NATO report in 2012 detailed
Pakistan’s ongoing relationship with the
Taliban. The report described Pakistan’s “ma-
nipulation of the Taliban senior leadership”
and claimed that the government was aware
of locations of senior Taliban leaders, includ-
ing some who lived in the vicinity of the ISI
headquarters in Islamabad.

The laundry list of evidence of Pakistan’s
support for terrorists goes on and on. We all
remember where al-Qaeda’s leader and Amer-
ica’s most wanted terrorist Osama bin Laden
was found: in Pakistan, of course. In response
to the bin Laden raid, Pakistan put the doctor
who helped us in jail and closed the U.S. mili-
tary’s supply route from Karachi port to Af-
ghanistan for 7 months.

While Pakistan has been harboring and sup-
porting terrorists with American blood on their
hands, it also has been receiving billions in
U.S. foreign assistance. In fact, Pakistan is
one of the leading recipients of U.S. aid in the
last 14 years. Congress has appropriated
more than $33 billion to Pakistan since fiscal
year 2002.

One of the ways we have given Pakistan
money over the years is by reimbursing them
for efforts they take to fight terrorists. But a
GAO study from 2008 found that the Depart-
ment of Defense could not verify the validity of
Pakistan’s claims. The GAO study concluded
that some reimbursed costs were potentially
duplicative or not based on actual activity. In
2010, Special Representative for Afghanistan
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and Pakistan Ambassador Richard Holbrook
said that roughly 40 percent of Pakistan’s re-
imbursement requests were rejected.

Each year we say that Pakistan is at the
crossroads and needs to decide whether it is
going to fight terrorists or fight on our side. In
fact, just two months ago the State Depart-
ment's Ambassador Richard Olson, used this
very line. But the United States has been
using this line for the last 15 years. Enough is
enough. Pakistan is playing us. They are try-
ing to have it both ways. They want our
money and they keep supporting terrorists
who target Americans.

| invited Ambassador Olson to come testify
before us and explain himself, but he refused.
Instead, the State Department said this was a
“particularly sensitive time in our relationship
with Pakistan”. In other words, he was afraid
Pakistan would come away looking bad. Well
that might be just because Pakistan is bad.

Now we have put conditions on aid to Paki-
stan before, requiring them to really go after
terrorists if they want our money. But those
conditions have always had a waiver attached
to them and every year, the President has ex-
ercised that waiver. In other words, we paid
Pakistan even though it did not go after ter-
rorist groups. Well, for the first time last year,
we did not include a waiver on $300 million of
money for Pakistan. And guess what? Paki-
stan did not get the money because it had not
gone after the terrorist groups. Even when
there are hundreds of millions of dollars on the
line, Pakistan refuses to go after terrorist
groups.

The reality is that Pakistan has chosen
sides. And it isn’t ours. It is time to change our
policy towards Pakistan. We do not need to
pay Pakistan to betray us. They will do it for
free.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE McLEAN
PROJECT FOR THE ARTS 10TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MPAARTFEST

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the McLean Project for the Arts in
Loudoun County for the 10th anniversary of
their MPAartfest. Established in 1962, the
McLean Project for the Arts has worked tire-
lessly to provide opportunities for local and re-
gional artists to showcase their work, to foster
appreciation of contemporary art, and to offer
instruction and teaching in the visual arts in
many communities. The MPAartfest is an an-
nual celebration in the form of an outdoor gal-
lery experience highlighting the work of 52 art-
ists from the area, as well as offering many
other interactive activities that expose
eventgoers to the arts.

Some of this year's exhibits will include the
Children’s ArtWalk, an open-air gallery of ele-
mentary school children’s artwork, and the
Hands-On Art Studio, which gives artists of all
levels the opportunity to further develop their
passion. Additionally, this year's MPAartfest
will host a new branch of exciting activities in
their STEAM Center. This innovative program
combines STEM and the Arts for those inter-
ested in architecture, robotics, and math.
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The hard work done by the men and women
of the McLean Project for the Arts in orga-
nizing and putting on this event has helped
ensure an excellent opportunity for many of
my constituents to escape from life’s many
stresses by providing them with a time to un-
wind and enjoy the visual arts in their commu-
nity. This event in McLean Central Park will be
filled with great food, live music and many re-
markable and interesting works of art.

| am proud to have such an excellent group
in my District, which is one that has been
servicing local and regional communities for
over 50 years. The McLean Project for the
Arts has been such a positive force in teach-
ing young people about the visual arts and in
instructing them in how to become artists
themselves. | would like to applaud this orga-
nization’s dedication to the cultural enrichment
of our future generations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
in recognizing the 10th anniversary of the
MPAartfest in Loudoun County, Virginia. | wish
them all the best in their future endeavors.

———

HONORING MS. BEA McPHERSON

HON. BOB GIBBS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Bea McPherson for her service to
the United States of America during World
War |1l as a Cartographer for the Army Map
Service.

Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
America’s Greatest Generation answered the
call to combat the Axis Powers in the Euro-
pean and Pacific Theaters. As personnel were
reassigned to all fronts, the Army Map Service
found itself in need of more patriots.

Upon graduating from Kent State University,
Ms. McPherson selflessly joined the Army
Map Service, where she was assigned to
Montgomery County, Maryland. As a Cartog-
rapher, Ms. McPherson created maps used in
preparation for military operations throughout
Fiume, ltaly and the famed Battle of the Bulge.
During her service, Ms. McPherson also
served as a rectruiter, returning to Ohio to re-
cruit other females into the Army Mapping
Service.

Nicknamed the “Military Mapping Maidens,”
Ms. McPherson and other female cartog-
raphers played a vital role in defense of Amer-
ica and our allies abroad. Shortly after the Al-
lies declared victory over Nazi Germany and
Japan, Ms. McPherson resigned from the
Army Mapping Service.

On October 4, 2016, Ms. McPherson will be
inducted into the Geospatial Intelligence Hall
of Fame for making significant and trans-
formative contributions to the Army Mapping
Service.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to represent
Ms. Bea McPherson in the United States Con-
gress. She established a patriotic example for
all Americans to emulate and | am humbled to
stand before this body to recognize Ms.
McPherson’s service to our great nation.
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HONORING THE 80TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF SAM AND EVA
JONES

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of the 80th Wedding Anniversary of
Sam and Eva Jones of Marion, lllinois.

Sam and Eva Jones were married on Sep-
tember 27, 1936. They are lifelong residents
of Southern lllinois and have remained active
members of their community.

The proud parents of two sons and the
grandparents of three, Sam and Eva farmed
and raised livestock in Williamson County,
where Sam served as President of the county
fair board. Additionally, Sam worked in mining
and for power companies for over 30 years,
while Eva worked with local youth in the coun-
ty school district. Sam and Eva are also rec-
ognized for their talent in square dancing, par-
ticipating in dances at county fairs, community
gatherings, and national events for more than
60 years.

| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing a
Happy 80th Wedding Anniversary to Sam and
Eva Jones and thank them for their contribu-
tions and service to Southern lllinois.

———————

IN MEMORY OF MRS. DARLENE E.
WEIR

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to honor the life of Mrs. Darlene E. Weir, of
Leesburg, Virginia. On September 7, 20186,
Mrs. Weir passed away at home surrounded
by her loving husband of 57 years, Charles,
and with her children, beloved grandchildren,
and her great-granddaughter.

Mrs. Weir was born May 4, 1933, in Eu-
gene, Oregon and was the daughter of the
late Oscar M. Briggs and Essie Elizabeth
Cruzan Briggs. She was known for her love of
children and her dedication to teaching pri-
mary grade students in Fairfax County public
schools for 26 years. Coming from a family of
educators, | understand the importance of
Americans like Mrs. Weir who help shape the
future of our nation. Mrs. Weir made a great
impact in her community that will not soon be
forgotten.

Once Mrs. Weir retired from teaching, she
traveled around the globe with her husband
visiting all seven continents. Mrs. Weir under-
stood the importance of civic engagement and
was active in grassroots politics. Both inside
and outside her career, Mrs. Weir worked with
conviction to preserve our country for future
generations.

Mrs. Weir will be sincerely missed by all
those who had the pleasure of knowing her
both on a personal and a professional level. |
know that she has impacted many lives over
the years, and we are all grateful for having
known her. She is survived by her husband,
Charles J. Weir, her four children, daughters,
Sue Ellen Jones, and Maureen Kay Wood; her
sons, Gregory Allen Weir and Jeffrey Charles
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Weir; and eight grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. Through them, I'm sure, her values
and legacy will be assured.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the life of Mrs. Darlene E.
Weir. May she rest in peace, and her family
be comforted.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
EUGENE “GENE” GISCOMBE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor to
join The Village of Harlem and New York City
in paying tribute to our beloved friend, Eugene
Giscombe, known affectionately by many as
“Gene” and the “Mayor of 125th Street,” who
made his transition to his Lord and Savior on
Sunday, July 10, 2016. In 1982, he founded
Giscombe Realty Group, LLC one of Harlem’s
leading commercial real estate management,
consulting, leasing, development and broker-
age firms. The company was a major player in
the Harlem Renaissance that helped to re-
verse years of decline and turn the area into
one of Manhattan’s most popular places to
live, work, play and raise a family.

Gene Giscombe began his real estate ca-
reer as a sales agent at Webb & Booker, ris-
ing to become head of sales and representing
major banks, such as Manufacturers Hanover
Corporation, and managing office buildings
such as the C.A.V. Building at 55 West 125th
Street, where former president Bill Clinton
maintains an office. Inspired by his grand-
father Lawrence Giscombe, a successful build-
er-owner in Harlem in the 1930s and 1940s,
Eugene Giscombe became a beloved commu-
nity leader as he grew his own company to
serve a wide range of clients, including prop-
erty owners, developers, financial institutions,
not-for-profits, pension funds and government
agencies looking to buy, lease or manage
space in Harlem and New York City.
Giscombe Realty Group’s headquarters, for
over 35 years, was located in one of Harlem’s
most iconic office buildings, the 12-story Lee
Building at 1825 Park Avenue on East 125th
Street, adjacent to the Metro North train sta-
tion in East Harlem.

Over the years, Giscombe Realty Group’s
acquisitions, developments, re-locations and
management ventures on the legendary 125th
Street corridor included Chase Manhattan
Bank, Fourth Federal Savings and Loan, New
York State Supreme Court, Bechtel Infrastruc-
ture, Beth Israel Medical Center, the Harlem
Commonwealth Council, New York College of
Podiatric Medicine, and The Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, to name a few. Gene’s asso-
ciates nicknamed him the “Mayor of 125th
Street”, celebrating him for his many success-
ful ventures including the biggest retail sale in
Harlem’s history—the sale of 16 retail build-
ings along West 125th and 126th Street Cor-
ridor on Frederick Douglass Boulevard for $50
million in 2007. He was also the recipient of
the Business Person of the Year award from
the Harlem Business Alliance, Inc. presented
by Mr. Walter Edwards.

Gene Giscombe was a former chairman of
the 125th Street Business Improvement Dis-
trict, Community Board 10 and The Greater
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Harlem Real Estate Board. He was also a
member of the Harlem YMCA Board of Direc-
tors/Property Management Committee where
he oversaw all construction and renovation
work at twenty-one New York YMCA branches
and three summer camps. He served on the
Board of Directors of City National Bank of
New Jersey/New York, and was the vice chair-
man of the Greater Harlem Nursing Home and
North General Hospital Board of Directors. In
addition to his love for Harlem and real estate,
Eugene Giscombe was a big-game hunter
who hunted on five continents and traveled on
over 17 African safaris. Always concerned
about the responsibility of hunters, he became
the first African-American president of the New
York Tri-State Chapter of Safari Club Inter-
national which is very involved in conservation
projects. Gene’s memory is survived by his
wife Shirley and their children Lesley, Susan
and Lasalve; and brothers Gary and Ronald
Giscombe.

Eugene “Gene” Giscombe left his indelible
mark as a real estate magnate and developer,
community leader, philanthropist, entre-
preneur, family man and big-game hunter de-
voting his life to the betterment of all human-
kind, community, and country. | join my con-
stituents and rest of the nation as we say
goodbye and pay tribute to our beloved friend,
The Mayor of 125th Street, Eugene “Gene”
Giscombe, a true American hero.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HONOR-

ABLE SENATOR CHARLES
“CHUCK” J. COLGAN’S 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Honorable Senator Charles
“Chuck” J. Colgan for turning 90 years old on
September 25, 2016. | am honored to cele-
brate the many accomplishments of one of the
Commonwealth’s most dedicated civil serv-
ants.

Senator Colgan is best known for his time in
office as the longest serving Senator in the
history of the Virginia General Assembly,
where he has represented the citizens of Vir-
ginia’'s 29th District since 1975. Senator
Colgan is an example to all legislators on how
to work tirelessly for the interests of your con-
stituents. Chuck was able to achieve many un-
dertakings over his ten term tenure in the Vir-
ginia State Senate, most notably in the areas
of transportation and education.

Senator Colgan’s life and legislative legacy
is certainly one to be recognized as it was one
full of service to his constituents, common-
wealth, and country. His commitment to see-
ing practical legislation enacted to benefit the
Commonwealth of Virginia and its citizens is
extremely commendable. Senator Colgan was
not afraid to work with both sides of the aisle
while in office. This spirit of the political sensi-
bility is without a doubt why he was able to at-
tain such great success in his endeavors.

It is also important to distinguish Senator
Colgan’s efforts as a private citizen through
his businesses in the air travel industry.
Colgan Airways and Colgan Air provided not
only a valuable service to Americans, but were
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also a source of jobs and economic growth in
the communities they were based in. Senator
Colgan truly embodies the ideals a citizen-poli-
tician should aspire to exemplify.

Mr. Speaker, | now ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing the Honorable Senator
Charles “Chuck” J. Colgan for turning 90
years old, and to thank him for the outstanding
services he provided to the Commonwealth of
Virginia and the United States throughout his
long-lasting career. | wish him all the best in
his future endeavors.

PROTECTING OUR WATER FROM
MICROCYSTIN TOXINS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bill addressing the threat to human
health posed by microcystin toxins. Two sum-
mers ago, a massive algal bloom exploded in
western Lake Erie, generating microcystin, a
bacterium causing liver damage, skin blem-
ishes, and nausea. This public health threat
necessitated the shutdown of the public water
system for 3 days—drastically disrupting the
lives of over half a million Americans.

As elected officials, our first priority must al-
ways be the safety and security of our con-
stituents. This bill ensures that microcystin will
no longer be a public health threat.

It amends the Safe Drinking Water Act by
requiring the EPA to determine the maximum
safe contaminant level and to promulgate a
national primary drinking water regulation for
microcystin toxin within 2 years of its enact-
ment.

In realizing the threat posed by microcystin,
the old adage “Mother Nature Doesn’t Lie” is
more meaningful than ever. | commend the
EPA’s work to date on generating a strategic
plan for dealing with algal toxins and for pub-
lishing an interim standard for microcystin.

The strategic plan and current health advi-
sory the EPA released are a good start, but
we need a finalized standard for microcystin
which endangers the people of Toledo with
our recurring algal bloom problem.

In addition to the public health threat, this
bacterium casts a huge economic shadow
over our vital and beautiful coast. Toledo’s
Water Crisis cost the city government over
$200,000 in cleanup costs alone, not counting
untold millions in lost business and tax rev-
enue.

This concern is not isolated to Lake Erie.
Millions of Americans across the country rely
on drinking water similarly threatened by in-
creasing levels of nutrient runoff, and the re-
sulting toxic algal growth. A recent study from
the USGS showed that algal toxins are
present in over s of all lakes nationwide. Ad-
ditionally, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy recognizes harmful algal blooms as a major
environmental problem in all 50 states, with
severe impacts on human health.

No one should ever have to worry that the
water coming from their tap is unclean and un-
safe, no matter if you’re in Toledo, Ohio, Flint,
Michigan, or anywhere else in this country.
This bill will make us all safer.

September 22, 2016

COMMEMORATING 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HUNGARIAN REVOLU-
TION

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, as you may
know, both of my parents fled Soviet-bloc
Communism for the promise of a better and
freer life here in America. With that in mind,
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution
of 1956. Ronald Reagan once said, “Com-
munism only works in two places: Heaven
where they don’t need it, and hell where they
already have it.” The Hungarian people, as
much as anybody, know this to be true. The
movement began on October 23rd, 1956 as a
student demonstration against Soviet-imposed
communist policies. The demonstration quickly
spread, attracting thousands. When a group of
student protestors were fired on by the State
Security Police, and one of the demonstrators
killed, the revolution began. Thousands orga-
nized into militias, battling the police and So-
viet troops in Budapest and across the coun-
try. The communist government quickly col-
lapsed and impromptu “workers’ councils” as-
sumed governance of the country. Though So-
viet forces eventually re-took control of the
country, the Hungarian Revolution was the
first major threat to Soviet control since the fall
of the Nazis, and signaled the beginning of the
end of the reign of Communism in Europe.
That is why | rise today, Mr. Speaker, to com-
mend the Hungarian people for their fight, and
ultimate victory, against Communism, and
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, | was one of the
earliest supporters of President Obama’s ne-
gotiations with Iran to prevent them from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons. | supported the con-
clusion of those negotiations which resulted in
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), a historic international agreement
which has already limited Iran’s nuclear activi-
ties. | strongly appreciate the President’s ro-
bust enforcement and monitoring of Iran’s
compliance with the JCPOA. During a long
vote series | mistakenly voted yes on H.R.
5461 when my intention was to vote against
this legislation. | oppose H.R. 5461 and any
other effort to undermine the JCPOA.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT
BUTT

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Robert Butt who passed
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away at the age of 92 on September 18th,
2016.

Robert, a World War Il flight engineer and
tailgunner on B—24 bombers, chose to devote
his life to education after serving his nation.
He received his bachelor’s degree from David-
son College and his master’s in education ad-
ministration from William & Mary. His first
teaching experience came as a high school
teacher in Georgia before he moved north to
Virginia to continue his career. His time in
education culminated with serving 19 years as
the superintendent of schools in Loudoun
County.

Coming from a family of educators, | appre-
ciate the invaluable role that educators play in
inspiring our students. Robert’s long career in
education allowed him to touch countless
minds and aid them in pursuing their dreams.
Furthermore, because of his success as su-
perintendent, his legacy will continue to have
an impact on young men and women in
Loudoun County for many years to come.

Robert will be sincerely missed by all those
who had the pleasure of knowing him both on
a personal and a professional level. | know
that he has impacted many in his life, and we
are all grateful for having known him. He is
survived by his wife, Elinor; their daughter,
Karen Broaddus, his grandchildren Aaron,
Anna, Jessica and Eliza, and his six great-
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Robert Butt. May he rest in peace, and
his family be comforted.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
Number 522, | was unavoidably detained. Had
| been present, | would have voted yes.

———

HONORING JUNE BLACK FOR
TWENTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

HON. NIKI TSONGAS

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my District Director, June Black,
who has been a steadfast member of my dis-
trict staff for the past nine years.

Tomorrow marks June’s 20th year in public
service, having spent 9 years working in my
office, and 11 years working for Marty Mee-
han, who previously represented this district.

In 2007, June was nominated by then-Con-
gressman Marty Meehan for the 2007 Con-
gressman John Joseph Moakley Award for Ex-
emplary Public Service, which she won thanks
to her years of dedication and service. The
award is presented annually to a staff member
from the New England congressional delega-
tion “who works steadfastly on behalf of local
constituents and significant issues and dem-
onstrates the ideals of public service exempli-
fied by Congressman Moakley himself.”
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Since she joined my office at the end of
2007, June has served with skill in a variety of
roles as a member of my Congressional staff
and a dedicated public servant. June joined
my staff as regional director and ran my office
in Lawrence, Massachusetts, a similar role to
the one she held in Rep. Meehan’s office. She
also served as a guide and mentor to all of
the caseworkers and economic development
staff in the office. In recognition of her remark-
able contributions and the relationships she
has developed across the district, June subse-
quently has taken on the roles of Constituent
Services Director and District Director where
she has helped to ensure that constituents are
well served and that the companies and com-
munities | represent have an accessible fed-
eral partner.

June has been key to ensuring that accessi-
bility to the people we represent is a hallmark
of my office and that we provide prompt, re-
spectful and excellent service to our constitu-
ents. During her tenure, she has overseen a
casework operation that has responded to
thousands of individual concerns and deliv-
ered millions of dollars back to my constitu-
ents, and she has played a principal role in
helping the communities | represent see their
economic development vision realized. She is
an effective and knowledgeable federal liaison
who helps constituents and communities bet-
ter navigate and access the wide array of
services provided by the federal government.

June is well-known and very well respected
in the communities she represents; a reputa-
tion that is well earned after two decades of
service to this region. That service and experi-
ence brings institutional knowledge, aware-
ness and appreciation of the social and eco-
nomic challenges facing our constituents. It
also gives her a unique understanding of how
to navigate federal services and long-standing
familiarity of many of the district’'s economic
development projects. She has deep and
meaningful relationships with key stakeholders
and elected officials throughout Essex County
in the Northern part of my district and beyond.

As a native of Lawrence, Massachusetts,
June’s affinity for this region is evident in her
commitment to her work and the mutual re-
spect she shares with the constituents and
community leaders with whom she interacts.
She is someone who has dedicated her career
to public service, particularly to having an im-
pact on the city of Lawrence, and helping that
city realize its potential.

Every day, June demonstrates a sincere
commitment to the constituents of this district
as well as to innovative methods of serving
her community and our country. | am honored
to have her on my staff and appreciate the op-
portunity to recognize a truly remarkable mem-
ber of my staff, whose individual achievements
are so deserving, on this notable milestone.

————

TRIBUTE TO JIM AMDOR
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jim
Amdor of Corning, lowa, for being selected as
Adams County’s 2016 inductee into the lowa
4—H Hall of Fame.

E1349

Jim has been involved with 4—H since be-
coming a member of the Adams County Jas-
per Specialists in the 1950s. His family has a
long history of volunteering with 4-H and Jim
has carried on that family tradition well. He
has lent his expertise in livestock to 4-H
events by judging and speaking at various
county fairs all throughout the state. The com-
mitment that Jim has shown young people in-
volved in 4-H is unparalleled. The entire 4-H
organization is lucky to have someone of Jim’s
caliber inducted into their hall of fame.

Mr. Speaker, Jim's efforts embody the lowa
spirit and | am honored to represent him in the
United States Congress. | ask that all of my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Jim for
his achievements and wish him nothing but
continued success.

—————

RECOGNIZING CEDAR HILL COLLE-
GIATE’S COMMITMENT TO STEM
EDUCATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the
students, parents, and faculty of Cedar Hill
Collegiate for their commitment to science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics en-
richment, and for participating in my annual
Science and Technology Braintrust.

The teachers at Cedar Hill Collegiate are
committed to ensuring that our country’s youth
is exposed to a STEM curriculum, which is
paramount to the future of our country. A prev-
alent theme amongst successful STEM profes-
sionals is the curiosity and drive instilled by
their teachers at a young age. We must con-
tinue to invest in schools that highlight a
STEM education, so that all students will have
an opportunity to one day be an astrophysi-
cist, doctor, engineer, or a geologist.

Mr. Speaker, Cedar Hill Collegiate is a true
advocate of STEM education and deserves
recognition for its work. With great pride | can
say that because of this school’s commitment
to STEM education, our country’s youth is
gaining the skills needed to compete in a rap-
idly globalizing world.

———

VOTING RIGHTS

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, thank you to my
friend, Congresswoman SEWELL, for leading
this special order and for all her work to em-
power underrepresented voices in our country.

| also want to thank my good friend and col-
league, Assistant Democratic Leader JAMES
CLYBURN, for his tireless leadership of the
Democratic Outreach and Engagement Task
Force. | also want to thank him for coming to
my district for the town hall meeting | hosted
about voting rights. Under his guidance, the
taskforce held forums across the country and
heard from thousands of constituents.
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Mr. Speaker, it is clear—we need to ur-
gently protect voting rights.

That is why | rise today as a member of the
Democratic Outreach and Engagement Task
Force to challenge this House to do the right
thing and protect the sacred right of Ameri-
cans to vote.

Last summer, the Voting Rights Act cele-
brated its 50th anniversary. Tragically, five
decades after this monumental legislation was
passed, the voting rights of Americans are
under unprecedented attack.

After the Supreme Court callously and care-
lessly gutted the Voting Rights Act in its
Shelby v. Holder decision, Republicans in
state legislators have fallen over themselves
to institute a wave of voting restrictions across
the country.

Make no mistake, these restrictions amount
to nothing more than a modern day poll tax.

We shouldn’t be erecting unnecessary and
dangerous barriers to the ballot box. We
should empower Americans to participate in
our democracy.

Yet, time and time again—this Congress
and the Judiciary Committee have refused to
take action. Instead of protecting our sacred
right to vote, this Congress is allowing that
right to be eroded.

Mr. Speaker, the American people deserve
better. It's past time for us to do our job.

Right now, there is bipartisan legislation
waiting for action. The Voting Rights Amend-
ment Act (H.R. 885) would reinstate the much
needed preclearance statute to ensure that in-
fringements on voting rights are addressed
long before Election Day. Long before an
American is denied their right to vote, a right
that millions have fought and died for—from
the Revolution to Neshoba County.

Likewise, the Voting Rights Advancement
Act (H.R. 2867) also re-establishes the
preclearance system and our discharge peti-
tion has 181 signatories—I encourage all of
my colleagues to sign it and help us protect
the voting rights of all Americans.

However, it's past time that we do more. We
must empower voters, every day Americans,
to have a stronger, more powerful voice in our
democracy.

That's why | am so proud to have co-spon-
sored the Voter Empowerment Act (H.R. 12)
offered by the great Civil Rights champion,
Congressman JOHN LEwIS. This legislation
would empower voters by modernizing voter
registration and utilizing new technologies at
the ballot box.

Mr. Speaker, it's past time to pass these
bills. It's past time to do our jobs.

As our great drum major for peace and jus-
tice, Dr. King, once said: “Give us the ballot,
and we will fill our legislative halls with men of
goodwill.”

Mr. Speaker, let's show the American peo-
ple some goodwill and allow them to vote, un-
obstructed.

———

TRIBUTE TO BOBBI AND JIM
WILLIAMS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Bobbi and
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Jim Williams of Greenfield, lowa, for being se-
lected as Adair County’s 2016 inductees into
the lowa 4-H Hall of Fame.

Bobbi Williams began her career in 4-H as
a member of the Lee Blue Ribbons, the club
her great-grandmother organized. She enjoyed
home improvement and food and nutrition
projects, but most wanted to show livestock.
She joined the boys’ 4-H club and began
showing Hereford steers at the county and
state fair. She was leader of her daughter’s
club, Adair County Wing Walkers, and was
honored as a 4-H Alumna in 2010.

Jim Williams has volunteered with a number
of 4-H committees and events throughout the
years. He has been especially committed to
the youth of Adair County, and has dedicated
his time to Adair County 4-H Youth Action
Committee. He promotes and supports youth
activities by encouraging local businesses and
individuals to provide whatever support they
can.

Mr. Speaker, Bobbi and Jim Williams’ efforts
embody the lowa spirit and | am honored to
represent them in the United States Congress.
| ask that all of my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Bobbi and Jim for their achieve-
ments and wish them nothing but continued
success.

————

RECOGNIZING C-STEM TEACHER
AND STUDENT SUPPORT SERV-
ICES, INC.’S COMMITMENT TO
STEM EDUCATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the
students, parents, and faculty of C-Stem
Teacher and Student Support Services, Inc.
for their commitment to science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics enrichment,
and for participating in my annual Science and
Technology Braintrust.

The faculty at C-Stem Teacher and Student
Support Services, Inc. are committed to ensur-
ing that our country’s youth is exposed to a
STEM curriculum, which is paramount to the
future of our country. A prevalent theme
amongst successful STEM professionals is the
curiosity and drive instilled by their teachers at
a young age. We must continue to invest in
schools that highlight a STEM education, so
that all students will have an opportunity to
one day be an astrophysicist, doctor, engi-
neer, or a geologist.

Mr. Speaker, C-Stem Teacher and Student
Support Services, Inc. is a true advocate of
STEM education and deserves recognition for
its work. With great pride | can say that be-
cause of this organization’s commitment to
STEM education, our country’s youth is gain-
ing the skills needed to compete in a rapidly
globalizing world.

September 22, 2016

RECOGNIZING CHILDREN’'S HUN-
GER FUND ON THEIR 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. TONY CARDENAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate Children’s Hunger Fund on the cele-
bration of their 25th anniversary.

| am proud of what this organization has ac-
complished over their long tenure of service to
our community. Children’s Hunger Fund was
established in 1991 by president and founder
Dave Phillips. Since then, CHF has delivered
food and, ultimately, hope to children and fam-
ilies in need in the U.S. and around the world
for 25 years.

Children’s Hunger Fund located in Sylmar,
is in my district in the San Fernando Valley,
the neighborhood right next door to Pacoima,
where | grew up.

After the Northridge earthquake struck in
1994, Children’s Hunger Fund was instru-
mental in making sure Valley families had
blankets and food.

The help provided by Children’s Hunger
Fund is felt at home and also around the
world. In 1998, CHF sent aid to Chernobyl
children and boots and blankets to boys in Si-
berian prisons.

CHF helped victims and families after the
attacks on the World Trade Center in New
York, and after the 2004 tsunami.

The vision started in the San Fernando Val-
ley has been replicated all around the country.
In just 25 years, CHF has built a global net-
work of aid, while never forgetting the need in
our local communities.

While | regret not being able to attend in
person, | am honored to congratulate Chil-
dren’s Hunger Fund on their 25th Anniversary
Celebration this Saturday, September 24,
2016.

| hope they will continue their record of de-
livering food and hope to children and families
in the San Fernando Valley and across the
world.

TRIBUTE TO TED BENSHOOF
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Ted
Benshoof of Winterset, lowa for being selected
as Madison County’s 2016 inductee into the
lowa 4-H Hall of Fame. The lowa 4-H Foun-
dation hosts the 4-H Hall of Fame induction
ceremony at the lowa State Fair each year.

lowa counties select Hall of Fame inductees
for their contributions to the lives of 4—-H mem-
bers and the overall 4-H program. Ted has
left a lasting impact on the Madison County 4—
H program through his unwavering commit-
ment as a volunteer. On pig weigh-in days at
the Madison County 4-H/FFA show, he has
been known to go around to each member’s
home, making sure those who are unable to
make it still have the opportunity to weigh-in
their entries. His actions are a testament to his
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dedication to the 4—-H youth of Madison Coun-
ty.
Mr. Speaker, Ted's efforts embody the lowa
spirit and | am honored to represent him in the
United States Congress. | ask that all of my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Ted for
his achievements and wish him nothing but
continued success.

——
RECOGNIZING H.D. WOODSON
ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING

HIGH SCHOOL’S COMMITMENT TO
STEM EDUCATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the
students, parents, and faculty of H.D. Wood-
son Academy of Engineering High School for
their commitment to science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics enrichment, and for
participating in my annual Science and Tech-
nology Braintrust.

The teachers at H.D. Woodson Academy of
Engineering are committed to ensuring that
our country’s youth is exposed to a STEM cur-
riculum, which is paramount to the future of
our country. A prevalent theme amongst suc-
cessful STEM professionals is the curiosity
and drive instilled by their teachers at a young
age. We must continue to invest in schools
that highlight a STEM education, so that all
students will have an opportunity to one day
be an astrophysicist, doctor, engineer, or a ge-
ologist.

Mr. Speaker, H.D. Woodson Academy of
Engineering is a true advocate of STEM edu-
cation and deserves recognition for its work.
With great pride | can say that because of this
school’s commitment to STEM education, our
country’s youth is gaining the skills needed to
compete in a rapidly globalizing world.

——————

PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY

HON. GARY J. PALMER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, with the passing
of Phyllis Schlafly America lost one of its
greatest women leaders. | first met Phyllis
around 1990 shortly after | began work with
the Alabama Family Alliance, which later be-
came the Alabama Policy Institute. | was tre-
mendously impressed with her intellect and
clarity on American culture and politics.

She ranks with William F. Buckley as one of
the intellectual giants who helped launch the
modern conservative movement. Phyllis had
the clarity of thought and the communication
skills of Reagan that gave her the ability to
connect with women and men from all walks
of life. In many respects, she was America’s
version of Margaret Thatcher. Her self-pub-
lished book, “A Choice, Not An Echo,” had an
enormous impact on the 1964 Republican
Convention that resulted in Barry Goldwater
winning the party’s nomination for president.
That book eventually sold over 3 million cop-
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ies and launched her nationally as one of the
most influential conservatives in American his-
tory. Mrs. Schlafly was a prolific writer with 18
more books, as well as a gifted speaker.

In 1972 Phyllis founded Eagle Forum and
successfully led the effort to prevent the ratifi-
cation of the so-called Equal Rights Amend-
ment. The Ladies Home Journal ranked her
among the 100 most influential women of the
20th Century. Frankly, she should be ranked
among the 100 most influential leaders of the
20th Century regardless of gender. | am proud
to have had the opportunity to know her and
work with her and her colleagues at Eagle
Forum. Phyllis Schlafly lived by her faith and
values to the very end and left a great legacy
as an American leader for all Americans.

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA AND GLEN
STOVER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Sandra
and Glen Stover of Council Bluffs, lowa, on
the very special occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married on July
30, 1966 in Terre Haute, Indiana.

Sandra and Glen’s lifelong commitment to
each other, their children, grandchildren, and
great-granddaughter truly embodies lowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary,
may their commitment grow even stronger as
they continue to love, cherish, and honor one
another for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

RECOGNIZING JEFFERSON ACAD-
EMY’S COMMITMENT TO STEM
EDUCATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the
students, parents, and faculty of Jefferson
Academy for their commitment to science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics en-
richment, and for participating in my annual
Science and Technology Braintrust.

The teachers at Jefferson Academy are
committed to ensuring that our country’s youth
is exposed to a STEM curriculum, which is
paramount to the future of our country. A prev-
alent theme amongst successful STEM profes-
sionals is the curiosity and drive instilled by
their teachers at a young age. We must con-
tinue to invest in schools that highlight a
STEM education, so that all students will have
an opportunity to one day be an astrophysi-
cist, doctor, engineer, or a geologist.

Mr. Speaker, Jefferson Academy is a true
advocate of STEM education and deserves
recognition for its work. With great pride | can
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say that because of this school's commitment
to STEM education, our country’s youth is
gaining the skills needed to compete in a rap-
idly globalizing world.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL ROCKO RODRI-
GUEZ

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on September 13, 2016, Air Force Major
Rocko Rodriguez was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel. | was then grateful to par-
ticipate in his promotion ceremony on Sep-
tember 23rd.

Rocko has been serving in my office as an
In-Resident Intermediate Development Edu-
cation Student attending the Air Force Legisla-
tion Liaison Fellowship Program.

Rocko was commissioned in 2001 through
the Officer Training School at Maxwell Air
Force Base, Alabama. He distinguished him-
self early as a leader, holding various posi-
tions in special operations, space operations,
and cyber operations. Rocko has also honor-
ably served in Operations Iragi and Enduring
Freedom and Southern Watch and Deny
Flight.

This year, Rocko will receive his Masters of
Science degree from Georgetown University
Government Affairs Institute. When he finishes
in my office he will transition to work at the
U.S. Cyber Command Legislative Affairs
Branch.

| would also like to offer best wishes to his
wife, Sarah, and daughters Kaitlyn and Natalie
and sons Troy and Timothy with his father Mi-
chael Rodriguez and mother-in-law Susan
Burke, because behind every man and woman
in uniform is a dedicated family.

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and
may the President by his actions never forget
September 11th in the Global War on Ter-
rorism.

———

TRIBUTE TO PAT AND RICHARD
PERKINS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Pat and
Richard Perkins of Shenandoah, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary. They were married on August 6,
1966.

Pat and Richard’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and
honor one another for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.




E1352

RECOGNIZING McKINLEY TECH-
NOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL’S COM-
MITMENT TO STEM EDUCATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the
students, parents, and faculty of McKinley
Technology High School for their commitment
to science, technology, engineering, and math-
ematics enrichment, and for participating in my
annual Science and Technology Braintrust.

The teachers at McKinley Technology High
School are committed to ensuring that our
country’s youth is exposed to a STEM cur-
riculum, which is paramount to the future of
our country. A prevalent theme amongst suc-
cessful STEM professionals is the curiosity
and drive instilled by their teachers at a young
age. We must continue to invest in schools
that highlight a STEM education, so that all
students will have an opportunity to one day
be an astrophysicist, doctor, engineer, or a ge-
ologist.

Mr. Speaker, McKinley Technology High
School is a true advocate of STEM education
and deserves recognition for its work. With
great pride | can say that because of this
school’'s commitment to STEM education, our
country’s youth is gaining the skills needed to
compete in a rapidly globalizing world.

ON H.R. 5719

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today, the
House voted on another unpaid-for tax cut by
approving H.R. 5719, which would increase
the deficit by more than $1 billion. | believe
the bill’'s purpose has merit. It can encourage
companies to share more profits with their em-
ployees and help create more new busi-
nesses. If we could vote on the fully-offset
Senate version, it would certainly have my
support. But | opposed this bill because Re-
publicans have our priorities backwards. While
Republicans refuse to provide aid to national
emergencies—like helping stop the spread of
the Zika virus, or providing funds for the peo-
ple of Flint, Michigan—unless every dollar is
offset by cuts in other parts of the budget, we
continue to vote on more billion-dollar tax cuts
without offsetting a single penny.

———

TRIBUTE TO ELOISE AND HAROLD
DINSMORE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Eloise
and Harold Dinsmore of Farragut, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 60th wedding
anniversary. They were married on August 3,
1956.
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Eloise and Harold’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and
honor one another for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

“VAN JONES: HOW TPP THREAT-

ENS OUR PROGRESS ON CLI-
MATE CHANGE” ON 14 SEP-
TEMBER 2016

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. LEE . Mr. Speaker, | include in the
RECORD the following op-ed.

In the past month, wildfires forced tens of
thousands of people across California to
evacuate their homes. Over the same period,
historic floods in Louisiana destroyed or
damaged more than 60,000 homes, uprooting
families and ruining lives.

Whether fire or water, we know that
human-induced climate change is making
natural disasters more frequent and more in-
tense.

So why are some in Washington pushing
hard for a policy that would make climate
change considerably worse?

This fall, Congress is likely to vote on the
Trans-Pacific Partnership—an agreement
among 12 nations along the Pacific Rim.
While billed as a ‘‘free trade’ deal, most of
the TPP is actually about creating new
rights for multinational corporations, in-
cluding the big polluters most responsible
for the climate emergency.

Under the TPP, the biggest global firms—
including many responsible for offshore drill-
ing and fracking—would be able to sue Amer-
ican taxpayers over laws and regulations
that are meant to protect public health and
the environment. Rather than suing in reg-
ular courts, these corporations would,
through the TPP, be able to sue before unac-
countable arbitration panels—each panel
made up of three corporate lawyers—who
could award unlimited cash compensation.
Similar rules in other trade deals have al-
ready made possible nearly 700 such law-
suits—including efforts to challenge the U.S.
rejection of the Keystone XL pipeline and a
moratorium on fracking in Quebec.

What does this mean for California?

TPP would allow multinational corpora-
tions that own gas-fired power plants from
Alameda County to San Diego County to
threaten state restrictions on carbon emis-
sions—including some of the new world-lead-
ing standards recently passed in Sac-
ramento. The deal would also vastly increase
the number of fracking firms and offshore
drilling companies that could challenge our
protections.

But it’s not about just dirtier air and
water or more susceptibility to climate
risks. It’s also about jobs.

Because TPP would threaten a successful
California rebate program for green tech-
nologies that are made in-state, the deal
could result in the elimination of good-pay-
ing green jobs in fields like solar and wind
manufacturing and energy efficiency. Green
jobs employ all kinds of people—truck driv-
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ers, welders, secretaries, scientists—all
across the state. These jobs can pull people
out of poverty while protecting the planet.

Given that California has lost an estimated
413,000 manufacturing jobs since America en-
tered NAFTA and the World Trade Organiza-
tion, we can’t afford to pass a new trade deal
and again undermine people’s livelihoods.

But there’s good news. Labor, environ-
mental and social justice leaders now oppose
the TPP, as do both major presidential nomi-
nees, House Democratic Leader Nancy
Pelosi, and Senate Democratic Leader Harry
Reid.

Still, some in Washington are scheming to
pass the TPP during Congress’s ‘‘lame duck”
session after the election. While most mem-
bers of California’s Congressional delegation
firmly oppose the deal, some remain on the
fence.

As the consequences of climate change get
clearer, the case against the TPP gets
stronger.

RECOGNIZING CENTRAL CITY PUB-
LIC CHARTER SCHOOL,
BRIGHTWOOD CAMPUS’S COM-
MITMENT TO STEM EDUCATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | rise to congratulate the
students, parents, and faculty of Central City
Public Charter School, Brightwood Campus for
their commitment to science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics enrichment, and for
participating in my annual Science and Tech-
nology Braintrust.

The teachers at Central City Public Charter
School, Brightwood Campus are committed to
ensuring that our country’s youth is exposed
to a STEM curriculum, which is paramount to
the future of our country. A prevalent theme
amongst successful STEM professionals is the
curiosity and drive instilled by their teachers at
a young age. We must continue to invest in
schools that highlight a STEM education, so
that all students will have an opportunity to
one day be an astrophysicist, doctor, engi-
neer, or a geologist.

Mr. Speaker, Central City Public Charter
School, Brightwood Campus is a true advo-
cate of STEM education and deserves rec-
ognition for its work. With great pride | can say
that because of this school’s commitment to
STEM education, our country’s youth is gain-
ing the skills needed to compete in a rapidly
globalizing world.

TRIBUTE TO JAN AND JOHN
HUSMANN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jan and
John Husmann of Council Bluffs, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary on July 30, 2016.

Jan and John’s lifelong commitment to each
other and their family truly embodies lowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary,
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may their commitment grow even stronger as
they continue to love, cherish, and honor one
another for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

————

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY AND CUL-
TURE

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the opening of the National Museum
of African American History and Culture this
Saturday, September 24, 2016.

As the nineteenth museum to join the
Smithsonian Institution, the National Museum
of African American History and Culture joins
the world’s largest museum, education, and
research complex. It is the only national mu-
seum devoted exclusively to the documenta-
tion of African American life, history, and cul-
ture.

When the Smithsonian was founded in
1846, the United States was a far less perfect
union than the one we live in today, and the
idea of a museum that would tell the story of
African Americans could hardly have been
imagined. Yet there can be no denying that
the story of America and its vitality, resilience,
and optimism are rooted and reflected in the
African American experience.

In the words of Lonnie G. Bunch lll, found-
ing director of the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, “there are few
things as powerful and as important as a peo-
ple, as a nation that is steeped in its history.”

As Members of Congress, we have the
privilege of representing the entirety of the
American people and working in the “People’s
House” and under the glorious dome of our
U.S. Capitol and its crowning feature, the Stat-
ue of Freedom. In the pages of history, you
will find extensive information about the archi-
tect of the Capitol, the artist who designed the
Statue of Freedom, and the foundry owner
who was commissioned for the casting of the
statue. What is less known is the story of Phil-
ip Reid, the enslaved laborer of the foundry
owner who was the only known slave working
on Freedom and instrumental to its successful
casting in bronze.

Philip Reid worked on the casting of Free-
dom from 1860 through 1862, despite the be-
ginning of the Civil War and its toll on con-
struction of the Capitol. When the statue was
finally completed and placed atop the Capitol
Dome in 1863, Reid had become a free man
thanks to the Compensated Emancipation Act
signed by President Lincoln.

The story of Philip Reid is the story of
America, and only one of the many histories
and cultural contributions that will be shared
with the American public at the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture.
Like the building of the U.S. Capitol, the cre-
ation of this museum has taken almost a cen-
tury, but its time has finally come.

Today, we celebrate its opening and its trib-
ute to generations of Americans past, present

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

and future and the defining way in which our
country has been shaped by our African
American brothers and sisters.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | recall the words of
the Harlem Renaissance poet Langston
Hughes who wrote that “America is a dream

. not my dream alone, but our dream. Not
my world alone, but your world and my world.”
Let us all share in this great dream made real
together.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
COMMEMORATING THE OPENING
OF THE SMITHSONIAN’S NA-
TIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY AND CUL-
TURE

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer a bipartisan resolution which recognizes
the opening of the Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture
(NMAAHC) on Saturday, September 24, 2016.
| am so proud that over 110 of my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle have joined me as
original cosponsors.

This weekend will mark a historic moment in
our Nation’s history. Hundreds of thousands of
people will convene in Washington, D.C. on
the National Mall to celebrate and welcome
this historic institution which is dedicated to
documenting African American life, history, art,
and culture. Many people in this body, across
the nation, and around the world shall cele-
brate this great day.

Tonight, | applaud Dr. Lonnie Bunch, Ill, the
Founding Director, Kinshasha Holman Conwiill,
the Deputy Director, Cheryl Smith, Chief of
Staff, and the hundreds and thousands of peo-
ple who worked so hard to make this dream
a reality. For over 10 years, they have toiled
day in and day out to prepare for the opening
and operation of the National Museum of Afri-
can American History and Culture.

| know that the leadership and staff of the
Museum have labored tirelessly for years and
years—designing the building, raising funds,
envisioning the exhibits, collecting artifacts,
conducting research, and meeting with the
many people across this country and around
the world who are so excited about this his-
toric moment. Mr. Speaker, | thank each and
every one of them for their hard work, dedica-
tion, and determination to the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture.

Mr. Speaker, the National Museum of Afri-
can American History and Culture took over
100 years to evolve from a dream to a reality
in the Nation’s Capital on the National Mall.
The most recent congressional effort began
with the late former Congressman Thomas
“Mickey” Leland from Texas who revitalized
the legislation in 1985. | was proud to continue
his work and fought for 15 years for the bill to
pass the House and Senate before finally
being signed into law by President George W.
Bush.

It was a long, hard, labor of love, and there
were so many wonderful Members on both
sides of the aisle and the dome, who helped
accomplish this mission which spanned gen-
erations, decades, and movements. In 1993,
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the late Senator Paul Martin Simon from llli-
nois introduced a companion to the House
legislation. Beginning in 2001, former Senator
Sam Brownback from Kansas, former Senator
Max Cleland from Georgia, and former Sen-
ator Chris Dodd from Connecticut joined the
House coalition which included Representa-
tives William “Bill” Clay from Missouri, J.C.
Watts, Jr. from Oklahoma, and Jack Kingston
from Georgia who helped take this bipartisan,
bicameral effort across the finish line.

Mr. Speaker, | would be remiss if | did not
also thank some of the former congressional
staff who worked for so many years to pass
the legislation which authorized the Museum—
Tammy Boyd in my office; Kern Watson with
former Rep. J.C. Watts; LaRochelle Young
with former Sen. Sam Brownback: and Donni
Turner with former Sen. Max Cleland. They re-
fused to give up; they refused to give in, and
we thank them for their hard work and service.

On the eve of this long-awaited day, | join
with more than 110 of my colleagues in con-
gratulating Smithsonian Institution’s family, the
countless staff, and many volunteers of the
National Museum of African American History
and Culture on their persistence, their deter-
mination, and—very, very soon—on their suc-
cess.

Tonight, we should all be proud, and each
and every one of us must take the necessary
hours, days, weeks, and months to visit, learn,
explore, and reflect on the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of African American History
and Culture and all that it signifies and entails.

———————

TRIBUTE TO THE CLARINDA LIONS
CLUB

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 70th anniversary of the
Clarinda Lions Club of Clarinda, lowa. The
members of this service club exemplify the
Lions motto: “We Serve.” The Clarinda Lions
Club members demonstrate this philosophy of
selfless volunteer service each and every day.

The Clarinda Lions Club was chartered by
Lions International in June 1946. Lions Inter-
national began in 1917, when a Chicago busi-
nessman encouraged his local business club
to go beyond business and focus on improving
their communities and the world. After con-
tacting other service groups to join this new
effort, Lions International was born. Lions
Clubs offer a number of services to the com-
munities they serve. The Clarinda Lions Club
puts on an annual pancake meal to raise
funds to benefit the community, sponsors the
Santa House during the holiday season, and
participates in the SightFirst international pro-
gram to help restore sight and prevent blind-
ness. They also assist local residents with
repurposing unwanted prescription glasses
and send glasses overseas to people who
have limited vision care.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate the
Clarinda Lions Club for the difference they
continue to make in their community. Over the
past 70 years, their members have been dedi-
cated to helping and serving others, and it is
a great honor to recognize them today. | urge
my colleagues in the United States House of
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Representatives to join me in congratulating
the Clarinda Lions Club for their many accom-
plishments. | wish them nothing but continued
success in all their future endeavors.

H.R. 5461 & H.R. 5931

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise re-
garding H.R. 5461, the Iranian Leadership
Asset Transparency Act and H.R. 5931, the
misleadingly named Prohibiting Future Ran-
som Payments to Iran Act.

Regional stability in the Middle East and en-
suring that Iran is prevented from acquiring a
nuclear weapon are top national security prior-
ities of the United States and they are the rea-
sons that, after very careful consideration, |
chose to support the JCPOA. That agreement
has already dramatically reduced Iran’s stock-
pile of enriched nuclear material and subjects
the country to a strenuous verification regime.
For all these reasons, | will support the Iranian
Leadership Asset Transparency Act and op-
pose H.R. 5931.

Iran’s hugely wealthy and powerful Revolu-
tionary Guard has been identified by leading
international institutions, including the State
Department, as a driving force behind Iran’s
sponsorship of terrorism around the world.
The Los Angeles Times estimated in 2007 that
the IRGC, which was tasked with rebuilding
the country after the Iran-lrag War, “now has
ties to more than one hundred companies that
control roughly $12 billion in construction and
engineering capital.” In a 2012 country report
on terrorism, the State Department noted “a
marked resurgence of Iran’s state sponsorship
of terrorism, through its Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps—Quds Force, its Ministry of In-
telligence and Security, and Tehran’s ally
Hezbollah.”

H.R. 5461 will help illuminate the IRGC’s
control of a wide array of Iran’s assets. The
Treasury Secretary will be required to develop
and post online in English, and the three main
languages used in that country, a list of assets
held by Iran’s political and military leaders.
The list will include a description of how these
assets were acquired and how they have been
employed. The bill will not only help make
Iran’s citizens more aware of how corrupt their
government is, the reporting requirements may
help to shed additional light on the ways Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard funds terrorism.

By contrast, H.R. 5931 would provide Iran
with an excuse to abandon its JCPOA obliga-
tions and resume its nuclear enrichment activi-
ties. The bill purports to codify the long held
position of the U.S. not to pay ransoms to ter-
rorists, but the bill is much more than that.
H.R. 5931 would prohibit the U.S. Government
from making cash payments of any kind to
Iran, even ones the U.S. is legally obligated to
make. The most recent payment made to Iran
by the U.S., for example, was owed to it as a
result of a weapons sale that occurred in the
days before the revolution. The U.S. was cer-
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tainly not going to fulfill this obligation by
sending Iran weapons, so the U.S. agreed to
fulfill the contract instead with cash. Addition-
ally, because the U.S. is a signatory to the Al-
giers Accords, there will be more payments in
the future. Under that agreement, the U.S. is
legally obligated to comply with the determina-
tions of the Iran/U.S. Claims Tribunal. The re-
cent payment made to Iran was a part of the
settlement reached by that body. There are
over a thousand more claims pending before
the Tribunal.

The JCPOA is not based on trust. It is
based on verification. According to the IAEA,
Iran has, so far, complied with its obligations
under the JCPOA. Faithfully observing the ob-
ligations of that agreement, especially the
verification protocols, are in the national secu-
rity interest of the United States and we must
avoid providing the Iranians with an excuse
not to uphold their side of the bargain. For that
reason, | cannot support this bill.

—————

TRIBUTE TO VIOLA AND DARWIN
BROCKMAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Viola and
Darwin Brockman of Hancock, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 60th wedding
anniversary. They were married on July 24,
1956.

Viola and Darwin’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and
honor one another for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

INTRODUCING THE ““APOLLO 1”
MEMORIAL BILL

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to introduce the
“Apollo 1 Memorial Act”. The Nation’s success
in human spaceflight is well documented. As-
tronauts are American heroes. John Glenn,
Neil Armstrong, and Sally Ride. These are
some of the familiar names that our children
read about in their textbooks.

Unfortunately, success in human spaceflight
has come at a high cost. Brave men and
women have paid the ultimate cost in the
name of space exploration.

On January 27, 1967, Astronauts Command
Pilot Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom, Senior Pilot Ed-
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ward H. White Il, and Pilot Roger B. Chaffee
were killed in an electrical fire that broke out
inside their Apollo 1 Command Module on
Launch Pad 34 at the Kennedy Space Center
in Cape Canaveral, Florida. Although all three
astronauts were posthumously awarded the
Congressional Space Medal of Honor, it is
surprising that we do not have a memorial to
honor the lives of the crew of Apollo 1 as was
done for the Space Shuttle Challenger and
Columbia crews.

This bill would redress that unfortunate
omission. As Arlington National Cemetery is
where we recognize heroes who have passed
in the service of the Nation, it is fitting on the
50th anniversary of the Apollo 1 accident that
we acknowledge these astronauts by building
a memorial in their honor. This bill would di-
rect the Secretary of the Army, in consultation
with the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA), to
construct at an appropriate place in Arlington
National Cemetery, a memorial marker hon-
oring these fine men.

In addition to $500,000 from the Army’s fis-
cal year 2017 operations and maintenance ap-
propriated funds, the bill provides the NASA
Administrator with the authority to accept do-
nations of services, money, and property for
the memorial marker.

In closing Mr. Speaker, on the eve of the
50th anniversary of the Apollo accident, we
have the opportunity to honor these three
brave men and their contribution to America’s
preeminence in human spaceflight. It is time to
build a memorial so that current and future
Americans never forget their sacrifice.

| am pleased to be joined by Chairman JEFF
MILLER and Representatives MARK TAKANO,
CORRINE BROWN, DONNA EDWARDS and Gus
BILIRAKIS as an original cosponsor of this leg-
islation, and | hope that it can be swiftly en-
acted into law.

——————

TRIBUTE TO LEONA AND TOM
STUART

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Leona and Tom
Stuart of Council Bluffs, lowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 60th wedding anniver-
sary. They were married on July 15, 1956 at
St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church in Neola, lowa.

Leona and Tom’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and
honor one another for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and | wish them
many more. | know my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives will
join me in congratulating them on this momen-
tous occasion.
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